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AFAR  OFF,  OR  NEAR? 

There  are  no  women's  names  which  carry  with  them  such 
tender,  precious  associations  to  women  in  all  time,  as  those  of  the 
few  faithful,  devoted  ones  who  left  the  others  and  came  close  to  the 
Master  during  the  last  terrible  scenes  of  that  day  on  Calvary; 
who  followed  Him,  watching  for  the  opportunity  to  minister  to 
Him,  receiving  the  parting  words  of  His  dying  lips  and  the  last 
looks  of  love  which  He  bent  upon  them.  And  the  voice  of  our 
hearts  is,  "  If  /had  been  there  I,  too,  would  have  kept  close  to  my 
Lord  with  that  blessed  little  company  But  "  many  women  were 
there,  beholding  afar  off,  which  followed  Him  from  Galilee."  How 
could  they  stay  away  in  the  distance  when  their  Lord  so  needed 
them,  do  you  ask  ?  We  wonder  that  they  did  not  gather  around 
Him,  strengthening  His  heart  by  their  presence,  showing  that  they 
were  not  ashamed  of  their  faith  in,  and  love  for,  this  "  despised  and 
rejected  "  One.  We  are  inclined  to  blame  them  for  their  cowardice, 
and  reproach  them  with  their  cold  and  timid  love. 
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woman's  work  for  woman. 


That  scene  took  place  many  centuries  ago.  All  is  changed  now. 
Christ,  the  Lord,  has  risen  from  the  dead,  has  ascended  to  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father,  is  subduing  the  world  to  Himself.  No 
danger  or  shame  in  taking  a  place  by  His  side  now.  Surely,  then, 
all  who  love  Him  and  His  cause  are  pressing  close  to  Him,  eager  to 
follow  wherever  He  leads,  strong  to  do  HisAidding,  earnest  to 
know  His  will,  that  they  may  seek  to  have  it  "  done  on  earth  even 
as  it  is  in  heaven."  Alas  !  many  are  still  "  beholding  these  things 
afar  oflF."  They  follow  the  Master  slowly,  love  Him  feebly,  keep 
watch  of  His  movements  indifferently  and  with  but  uncertain  faith 
that  He  really  is  going  to  win  the  world  to  Himself.  Can  we  cast 
a  word  of  reproach  upon  those  who.  in  the  darkness  and  doubt  of 
those  sad  days  at  Jerusalem,  "  followed  afar  off,"  if  in  this  glorious 
time  of  light  and  knowledge,  many  of  us  still  linger  in  the  distance 
far  from  our  Lord  and  King  ? 

Some  do  not  even  know  what  He  is  doing  in  the  world,  and  have 
never  come  near  enough  to  Him  to  hear  the  call  that  He  is  send- 
ing forth  to  all  who  love  Him  and  His  appearing,  to  join  Him  in 
His  world-wide  work. 

Will  you  who  have  been  "afar  off"  in  knowledge  of  and  in- 
terest in  this  work  of  Christ  our  Lord,  which  we  call  foreign 
MISSIONS,  and  which  He  called  "  teaching  all  nations" — "  every 
creature" — will  you  come  nigh,  at  the  beginning  of  this  new  year, 
and  see  how  the  great  enterprise  of  the  world's  redemption  is  going 
on  ?  Take  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  during  which  period 
women  have  been  drawing  ever  nearer  to  this  work,  awakening  to 
a  degree  of  thoughtful  attention,  prayer,  and  labor  for  this  cause 
greater  than  ever  before.  It  is  impossible,  in  this  brief  article,  to 
do  more  than  glance  at  some  of  the  changes  wrought  by  the  gospel 
in  that  time,  which,  if  we  were  not  so  familiar  with  them,  would 
read  more  like  magic  or  fable  than  truth  and  reality. 

Coming  near,  you  will  see  everywhere  advance  on  the  part  of 
our  King,  notwithstanding  that  Satan  is  also  everywhere  more 
active,  aggressive,  and  subtle  than  ever.  But  a  mighty,  unseen 
power  is  acting  through  instrumentalities  oftea  humble  and  ob- 
scure, now  rapidly,  now  gradually,  overcoming  obstacles,  opening 
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new  paths,  widening  old  ones,  and  ever  pushing  onward  the  work 
of  the  world's  subjugation  to  its  rightful  sovereign.  Who  thinks 
now  of  saying  that  any  land  is  altogether  inaccessible  to  the  gospel  ? 
The  question  is  no  longer  whether  the  missionary  or  the  Bible  will 
be  admitted  into  a  land,  but  whether  the  church  at  home  will  send 
out  men  enough  to  reach  that  land — whether  Christian  people  can 
be  found  in  Great  Britain  or  America  to  go  there  and  tell  the  in- 
habitants of  Christ,  and  other  people  to  sustain  them  while  they 
do  it.  Many  a  time  the  cry  has  arisen  from  once  closed  gates,  aad 
from  behind  broken-down  walls,  "  Oh,  come  and  teach  us  !  Give 
us  schools  and  teachers  and  preachers,  if  you  will  V 

This  is  not  imaginary  language.  In  Syria,  Persia,  and  Siam,  in 
Africa — yes,  and  in  China,  and  India,  and  Japan,  these  words 
have  been  uttered  to  our  missionaries.  Through  one  town  in 
Syria  a  missionary  did  not  dare  to  walk  boldly  by  daylight  for  fear — 
of  stoning,  or  mobbing,  or  hooting  ? — nay,  but  of  being  beset  by 
entreaties  for  teachers  and  schools,  which  he  could  not  promise  to 
give  them.  Why  ?  Because  of  the  orders  from  the  great  church 
at  home  not  to  advance  Christ's  work  there  too  fast,  lest  the  sus- 
taining of  it  should  make  necessary  the  giving  up  of  too  many 
luxuries  by  Christ's  followers  at  home. 

See  hundreds  of  girls,  including  many  Mohammedans,  in  Syria  and 
other  lands,  gathered  in  schools  and  seminaries,  and  the  education 
of  girls,  once  regarded  as  most  undesirable,  if  not  impossible,  now 
advocated  and  encouraged  by  secular  papers  and  in  public  addresses. 
Realize  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  nation  or  country  to  remain 
degraded  and  enslaved  by  superstition  and  vice,  if  its  women  are 
taught  and  trained  in  the  use  of  the  powers  of  mind  and  heart 
which  God  has  given  them.  Then  think  that  this  is  being  done 
all  over  our  mission  fields,  and  estimate,  if  you  can,  the  power  of 
this  element  in  the  forces  that  are  conquering  the  world  for  Christ. 

Nor  is  this  conquest  moving  forward  very  slowly  now.  The 
slow,  hard,  patient  foundation-work  has  much  of  it  been  done  in 
years  past  by  those  who  verily  thought  that  their  labor  was 
almost  in  vain.  Behold  fifty  evangelical  churches  in  Japan  now, 
with  between  two  and  three  thousand  professed  believers  in  Christ, 


4 


woman's  work  for  woman. 


and  more  tlian  a  hundred  native  preachers — with  schools,  and 
colleges,  and  Bible-readers  scattered  in  nearly  every  centre  of  in- 
fluence throughout  the  land,  and  a  flourishing  normal  school  for 
girls  at  Tokio,  the  capital  of  the  country.  Like  the  Undine  of 
fable,  a  soul  is  being  given  to  Japanese  women,  or  rather  the  soul 
which  God  gave  her,  and  which  generations  of  evil  have  benumbed 
into  a  death-like  slumber,  is  being  awakened  to  life  and  beauty. 

We  hear  of  Chinese  women,  patients  in  the  hospital  at  Canton 
for  a  little  while,  learning  there  of  the  Physician  who  could  heal  the 
sickness  of  their  souls,  and  being  healed  by  Him,  going  back  to 
their  villages  to  tell  others  of  Him;  these  others  subsequently 
coming  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  church,  and  testifying  that 
the  gospel  had  been  brought  to  them  by  the  hospital  patients. 
Chinese  women  have  their  own  prayer  meetings  in  more  than  one 
neighborhood  in  a  city,  and  more  than  one  city  in  that  land. 
Chinese  women  themselves  open  village  schools,  and  pai/  for  them, 
too.  The  Christians  of  heathen  lands  are  becoming  missionaries  to 
those  in  regions  yet  beyond  the  line  of  gospel  light,  and  women 
are  foremost  in  the  work. 

The  marvellous  opportunity  now  offered  to  the  church  for  enter- 
ing into  Africa  with  the  gospel  is  not  without  significance  to  us. 
Among  those  millions  of  human  beings  with  whom  the  world  is 
just  becoming  acquainted,  are  many  dark  sisters  of  ours  to  whom 
we  are  bound  to  take  the  light.  On  the  Christian  women  of  this 
generation — on  you  and  me,  reader — rests  the  responsibility  of 
telling  those  women  of  a  Saviour.  Eastward,  westward,  and  north- 
ward, towards  the  vast,  populous  centre  on  which  the  eyes  of  the 
world  are  fixed,  are  the  missions  of  different  countries  and  de- 
nominations pushing  their  efforts.  Let  us  stand  ready,  equipped 
for  the  work,  to  do  our  part  the  very  moment  that  our  Leader 
shows  us  what  and  where  it  is  in  that  great,  to  us  new,  world  of 
Africa. 

What  has  been  said  of  Japan,  and  Syria,  and  China,  and  Africa, 
may  be  said  also  with  little  variation  of  Siam,  and  India,  and 
Persia,  and  Brazil,  and  Mexico,  and  the  heathen  in  our  own  land. 
Shades  of  difference  there  are,  but  they  are  onlt/  shades  in  the 
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broad,  beautiful  stream  of  light  which  is  spreading  over  all  the 
world. 

Who  can  then  say  how  far  the  influence  of  this  work  of  ours 
extends,  either  as  to  time  or  territory  ?  We  labor  and  pray  for 
women  in  those  heathen  or  Papal  lands.  In  reaching  the  women 
there,  we  touch  the  spring  of  the  whole  machine — the  heart  of  the 
whole  body.  No  matter  how  she  is  regarded,  by  the  nature  of 
things  as  God  has  ordained  it,  this  is  true.  Let  the  women  of  any 
nation  turn  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  with  "  Rabboni"  on  their  lips  as  the 
cry  of  their  hearts,  and  that  nation  is  sooner  or  later  a  Christian 
nation.  What  a  calling  then  is  ours !  What  an  honor  to  have 
laid  a  single  stone  in  the  walls  of  the  glorious  temple  which  is 
rising  to  the  glory  of  God  in  this  lost  world!  What  cause  for  un- 
ceasing gratitude  that  the  Great  Builder  has  called  us  women  to 
such  a  part  in  its  rearing  ! 

Do  not  then  stand  "  afar  off  beholding  these  things,"  with 
no  warm,  personal  interest  in  them.  Come  near,  close  to  the  busy, 
working  host,  and  lay  your  stone  upon  the  wall  by  prayer,  and 
gift,  and  sacrifice.  Then  you  will  be  able  with  glad  heart  to  sing 
the  song  of  triumph  at  the  end,  when  the  great  building  is 
finished,  the  laborers  all  called  home,  and  the  once  crucified  One 
shall  be,  by  the  whole  redeemed  world,  crowned  "  King  of  all 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords." 

MISSIONS  IN  INDIA. 

IX. — HINDUISM — THE  SHASTRA8. 

The  sacred  books  of  the  Hindus  are  called  Shastras.  They  do 
not  form  any  single  book,  as  the  Koran  of  the  Moslems,  nor  a  num- 
ber of  books  in  one  volume,  as  the  Bible.  They  consist  of  an  ex- 
tensive literature,  treating  of  a  great  variety  of  subjects  and  written 
from  time  to  time  during  a  long  series  of  years.  The  oldest  books 
classed  among  the  Shastras  are  called  Vedas.  Mr.  Forbes  in  his 
Dictionary  of  the  Hindustani  language  says:  "  The  original  Veda 
is  believed  by  the  Hindus  to  have  been  revealed  by  Bruhma,  and 
to  have  been  preserved  by  tradition  until  it  was  arranged  in  its  pres- 
ent order  by  a  sage.  He  distributed  the  Indian  Scriptures  into  four 
parts,  which  are  severally  entitled,  Riff,  Yajanh,  Sama,  and  Athawa, 
and  each  of  which  bears  the  common  denomination  of  Veda." 

The  oldest  of  these  is  the  Rigveda,    The  following  extract  from 
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a  hymn  in  praise  of  Varuna  (night  or  the  starry  heavens)  will 
give  an  idea  of  its  contents  : 

*'  Let  me  not  yet,  0  Varuna,  enter  the  house  of  clay, 

Have  mercy,  almighty,  have  mercy. 
If  I  go  trembling  like  a  cloud  driven  by  the  vrind, 

Have  mercy,  almighty,  have  mercy. 
Through  want  of  strength,  thou  strong  and  bright  god. 

Have  mercy,  almighty,  have  mercy. 
Thirst  came  upon  the  worshipper,  though  he  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
waters, 

Have  mercy,  almighty,  have  mercy. 
Whenever  we  men,  0  Varuna,  commit  an  offence  before  the  heavenly 
host,  whenever  we  break  thy  law  through  forgetfuluess, 
Have  mercy,  almighty,  have  mercy,"  &c. 

In  addition  to  the  four  Vedas  there  is  an  extensive  literature 
based  on  these,  and  treating  of  medicine,  music,  the  art  of  war,  the 
mechanical  arts,  &c.  These  are  called  the  Upavedas.  Then  there 
are  the  Puraiias  or  ancient  writings  of  the  sages,  which  are  reck- 
oned eighteen  in  number,  and  the  Upauashads  or  commentaries  on 
these.  Besides  these  there  are  the  two  great  epic  poems  of  the 
Hindus,  the  Ramayan  and  the  Mahahharat.  The  former  treats 
of  the  exploits  of  Ram,  an  incarnation  of  Yishnu.  The  latter  de- 
scribes the  exploits  of  Krishan,  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  In- 
carnations (^Avatars)  of  Vishnu.  It  comprises  four  hundred 
thousand  lines,  and  would  make  twenty  octavo  volumes  of  five  hun- 
dred pages  each  !  This  brief  statement  will  illustrate  the  truth  of 
a  remark  made  by  Sir  William  Jones,  "  To  whatever  part  of  this 
literature  we  direct  our  attention,  we  are  everywhere  struck  with 
the  thought  of  infinity.'* 

This  vast  literature,  everywhere  regarded  with  profound  rever- 
ence by  the  devout  Hindu  as  the  word  of  God,  is  the  basis  of  the 
religious  belief  and  practice  of  not  less  than  160,000,000  of  the 
human  race.  It  is  written  in  the  Sanscrit  language,  and  is  for 
this  reason  understood  by  very  few  of  the  people.  What  they  do 
know  of  it  they  learn  from  the  Brahmins,  who,  like  the  Romish 
priests  of  Christendom,  are  thus  enabled  to  lord  it  over  the  minds 
and  consciences  of  the  masses. 

A  nation  possessing  a  religious  literature  like  this,  taught  by  a 
highly  cultivated  and  yet  utterly  unscrupulous  priesthood,  presents 
a  field  for  missionary  labor  very  difi"erent  from  that  of  the  ignorant 
tribes  in  the  mountains  of  Eastern  Bengal  or  the  islands  of  the  sea. 
"  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  such,"  as  Rev.  Narayan  Sheshddri 
once  remarked,  "  is  like  pouring  water  into  a  vessel  already  full  of 
another  liquid.'*  The  vessel  must  be  emptied  before  it  can  be  filled. 
As  one  striking  result  of  missionary  work  in  India,  the  Shas- 
tras  are  everywhere  losing  their  hold  on  the  people.  Excepting 
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the  f  !ur  Tec/a.s,  they  are  looked  upon  almost  everywhere  as  idle 
story  books,  comparable  to  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainment  or 
the  Tales  of  a  Parrot.  The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  they 
will  cease  to  exercise  any  influence  as  inspired  writings. 

PADRI  SAHIB. 

NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD. 

MISS  DICKSON,  YANKTON  AGENCY,  DAKOTA  TERRITORY. 

For  some  time  past  there  has  been  quite  a  stir  among  our  In- 
dians in  regard  to  the  half-breeds.  They  want  them  all  sent  off 
the  reservation,  fov,  as  the  Indians  say,  the  half-breeds  received 
their  dues  from  the  government  several  years  ago,  all  receiving 
land  and  some  money.  Now,  after  spending  all,  they  have  come 
back  and  draw  rations  and  receive  annuities  the  same  as  the  full 
Indians;  besides,  there  are  a  number  of  white  men  who  have  In- 
dian wives,  and  the  Indians  complain  that  they  cut  their  wo'  d  and 
sell  it.  They  have  written  to  the  President  about  it,  but  have 
heard  nothing  from  him,  and  the  agent  refuses  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  it.  This  njakes  them  feel  rather  bitter,  for  an  Indian 
does  love  to  have  things  his  own  way,  and  when  they  are  in  this 
frame  of  mind,  it  t:ikcs  very  little  provocation  to  make  them  do 
some  very  wicked  things. 

The  government  school  is  about  two  miles  below  the  Agency,  and 
during  the  summer  a  house  was  built  for  the  teacher,  who  with  his 
wife  expected  to  move  there  about  the  first  of  September,  but  the 
Indians  said  that  he  should  not  do  so.  When  all  was  finished  and 
the  winter's  supply  of  hay  was  in  the  barn,  they  set  fire  to  the  barn 
and  also  tried  to  burn  the  houses,  but  were  prevented  by  a  few 
friendly  ones.  They  say  that  if  ever  the  teacher  attempts  to  come 
theiie  they  will  certainly  burn  the  house.  This  made  me  feel  a  little 
uncomfortable,  for  I  thought  that  perhaps  they  would  be  unwilling 
for  me  to  come  here.  The  white  people  were  very  much  excited 
about  it,  and  every  one  I  met  asked  me  if  I  was  not  afraid  to 
come,  and  said  they  had  heard  such  terrible  things,  that  if  I  moved 
there  the  Indians  bad  planned  to  roast  me  alive,  &c. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  away  from  home.  I  was  really  troubled, 
and  thought  that  if  he  were  at  home  he  could  find  out  from  the 
Indians  what  their  sentiments  were.    One  Saturday  morning  I 

said  to  IT  ,  "  I  ean  stand  this  no  longer,  and  if  you  will  walk 

with  me  to  the  woods  we  can  learn  whether  the  Indians  are  really 
opposed  to  my  living  among  them  or  not."  I  felt  all  the  time  that 
the  Lord  wanted  me  to  come,  and  yet  I  couldn't  help  feeling  a 
shrinking  when  I  thought  of  all  I  had  heard ;  but  before  starting 
I  talked  it  all  over  with  the  Lord  and  felt  greatly  comforted,  for  I 
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knew  that  He  could  turn  the  heart  of  even  the  savage  IndiaH.  v 
The  very  first  one  I  met  after  reaching  here  said,  "  When  are  you 
coming  here  to  hve  ?    We  will  be  glad  when  you  come,"  and  they 
all  seemed  so  friendly  that  you  cannot  tell  how  relieved  I  felt. 
Still  the  white  people  shook  their  heads. 

I  moved  here  on  October  3d,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  the  girls  came.  I  tried  to  feel  very  brave,  although  when  Mr.  W. 
turned  to  go  home  I  felt  very  homesick,  but  there  was  ever  so  much 
to  be  done,  and  the  girls  soon  came.  During  every  hour  of  the  day 
and  early  evening  dusky  painted  faces  were  peering  in  at  the  win- 
dows. On  the  first  Sabbath  evening,  while  we  were  singing  at 
worship,  I  heard  a  commotion  outside,  and  very  soon  there  were  at 
least  thirty  Indians  around  the  house.  They  tried  the  door,  they 
knocked  on  the  windows  and  house,  and  hooted  and  yelled  as  only 
Indians  can,  all  the  time  clamoring  for  admittance.  I  finally  went 
to  one  of  the  windows  and  asked  them  what  they  wanted  and  why 
they  were  making  so  much  noise.  They  replied  that  they  wanted 
to  come  in  the  house  to  sing.  I  told  them  that  they  would  have  to 
come  in  daytime,  for  I  could  not  open  my  door  after  dark.  That 
satisfied  some  of  them,  and  they  grunted  a  little  and  left,  but  some 
of  them  lingered  as  long  as  I  h;;d  a  light.  Just  imagine  about 
thirty  wild  Indians  coming  in  at  one  time  !  The  first  two  weeks  I 
was  annoyed  greatly.  The  weather  was  so  warm  that  the  windows 
had  to  be  raised,  and  just  as  long  as  I  had  a  light  heads  would  be 
thrust  in.  I  had  to  put  out  my  light,  and  then  it  would  soon  be- 
come quiet.  One  of  the  girls  I  had  gave  me  much  trouble  and  ran 
off,  so  I  took  another  in  her  place.  On  last  Sabbath  morning  I 
walked  with  the  two  girls  to  the  Agency,  and  when  I  reached 
there  I  was  so  tired  that  I  went  into  Mr.  Williamson's  to  rest 
before  going  into  church,  and  told  the  girls  to  go  to  Sunday-school, 
which  was  then  in  session.  That  is  the  last  I  have  seen  of  them. 
They  came  to  me  nearly  naked,  and  I  worked  hard  to  get  clothing 
made  for  them,  and  when  this  was  done  they  ran  off.  I  have  no 
way  of  going  after  them,  so  have  left  it  to  Mr.  W.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  they  will  return  or  not. 

This  is  the  third  night  I  have  been  alone.  My  nearest  neigh- 
bor, and  all  his  family,  are  very  friendly,  but  have  gone  to  visit 
some  friends.  When  they  are  here  if  I  look  out  in  the  evening  I 
can  see  their  camp  fire,  and  they  are  within  calling  distance.  I 
hope  they  will  soon  return,  for  I  miss  them  much. 

My  school  is  small  yet.  I  have  about  sixteen  regular  scholars, 
and  am  getting  them  tamed  a  little.  One  of  the  girls  said  to  me 
that  they  had  always  done  as  they  pleased  before,  but  I  told  them 
that  they  could  not  do  so  now ;  they  must  learn  to  obey.  At  first 
quite  a  number  of  boys  came,  but  they  would  neither  study  them- 


ABROAD. 


9 


selves  nor  allow  the  otters  to  do  so,  so  one  day  I  put  them  out  and 
told  them  not  to  return  unless  they  could  obey,  and  we  have  had 
a  very  nice  school  since,  especially  since  it  has  been  cool  enough  to 
have  the  windows  closed.  Pray  that  I  may  have  all  needed 
strength  and  patience  given  me  in  the  work  of  polishing  these 
rough  gems  for  the  Master.  I  wish  I  could  draw  you  a  picture  of 
my  cosy  room.  I  have  every  necessary  thing,  and  many  comforts 
and  even  luxuries.  The  attic  was  so  much  better  than  I  expected 
that  I  concluded  to  have  the  girls  occupy  that.  It  is  reached  by  a 
ladder,  and  the  stove  pipe  goes  through,  making  it  very  comfort- 
able. My  carpet  covers  one-half  of  my  floor,  and  that  I  call  my 
bed  room  and  sitting  room.  With  bed,  chairs,  table,  stove,  cup- 
board and  provision  box,  the  room  is  quite  full.  In  one  corner 
stands  the  water-barrel,  the  only  unsightly  thing  in  the  room.  I 
have  to  buy  all  the  water  I  use,  paying  twenty  cents  a  barrel.  I 
received  a  very  nice  box  from  home,  and  everything  in  the  box 
from  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  was  very  good  and  useful.  To-day  came  one 
from  a  few  friends  in  the  Bethesda  Church,  full  of  good,  useful, 
and  pretty  things.  The  Lord  has  been  very  kind  to  me,  giving 
me  so  many  dear  good  friends. 

MISS  H.  NOYES,  CANTON,  CHINA. 

On  Tuesday  we  had  a  Chinese  wedding  in  the  school  building, 
with  the  festivities  belonging  thereto.  It  was  the  marriage  of  one 
of  Dr.  Kerr's  medical  assistants  with  a  girl  who  has  studied  for 
seven  years  in  the  Wesleyan  Mission  School.  He  is  stationed  at 
one  of  the  country  stations,  where  we  have  been  wishing  that  we 
could  start  a  girls'  school.  Now  the  teacher  seems  to  be  provided, 
and  they  are  enlisted  in  the  project.  Last  Saturday  eight  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church;  six  others  applied  for  baptism,  but  it  was 
thought  best  for  them  to  wait.  There  were  several  women  from 
the  hospital  who,  having  learned  here  of  the  way  of  salvation,  had 
gone  back  to  their  villages  and  taught  others,  and  some  of  those 
who  had  only  heard  of  Christianity  through  them,  had  determined 
to  give  up  their  idols  and  came  out  to  ask  to  be  received  into  the 
church.    Is  not  this  very  encouraging  ? 

MRS.  E.  p.  CALHOUN,  DEIR  EL  KOMAR,  SYRIA. 

I  have  felt  in  all  my  life,  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  here, 
that  there  were  discouragements  in  mission  work  peculiar  to  Syria. 
My  dear  husband  used  to  say,  "Syria  is  a  part  of  all  the  world 
and  included  in  the  promise."  So  we  may  safely  trust,  as  we  sow 
the  seed  of  truth — the  blessing  may  tarry,  but  it  will  come.  We 
must  just  toil  and  wait  in  faith.  "  The  work  is  gigantic,  and  it 
will  be  slow  in  showing  great  results.    The  religion  of  this  people, 
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so  full  of  errors,  has  trickled  by  an  infinite  number  of  streams  into 
the  national  life — it  has  become  a  part  of  the  natural  growth — in 
society,  in  the  family,  the  literature,  everything.  It  has  taken  time 
for  all  this,  and  we  must  allow  time  for  its  overthrow."  The  people 
are  satisfied  to  be  as  their  ancestors.  We  long  to  have  them  search 
the  Bible  and  prove  the  truth  of  our  teachings.  More  strongly 
here  than  in  Abeih  do  the  priests  hold  a  tyrannical  power  over 
women.  They  bind  them  to  the  long-established  customs  and 
habits  and  beliefs.  The  majority  of  the  men  are  indifierent — 
"  blinded  by  the  god  of  this  world." 

This  is  an  old  field  of  missionary  labor,  and  does  not  present  as 
striking  changes  and  successes  of  new  things  accomplished  as  do 
newer  fields.  As  we  look  back  over  the  years,  we  see  that  many 
who  have  been  taught  in  our  schools  and  accepted  the  truth  in  Jesus 
are  doing  good  in  various  places,  and  we  may  therefore  have  hope 
of  those  now  under  instruction.  The  majority  who  attend  our  ser- 
vices are  from  the  Greek  Catholics.  The  new  teacher,  a  graduate 
of  the  Beirut  College,  is  from  a  Maronite  family  of  influence,  and 
has  attracted  several  large  boys  to  our  school  and  Sunday  services. 

REV.  W.  CALDERWOOD,  SAHARANPUR,  INDIA. 

When  I  took  charge  of  this  station,  sixteen  yeai«  ago,  Mrs. 
Calderwood  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  an  entrance  into  the  houses 
of  the  upper  classes  of  either  Hindus  or  Mohammedans.  It  was 
only  after  she  had  worked  for  a  long  time  among  outcast  lepers, 
and  established  a  name  for  medical  skill,  and  for  goodness  and 
kindness,  that  she  found  a  few  respectable  people  who  were  willing 
to  admit  her  to  doctor  their  sick  women  and  girls.  .  .  .  Mrs.  C. 
has  now  thirteen  Mohammedan  girls'  schools,  three  Hindu  ones  (one 
of  these  of  fifty-five  girls  who  are  all  the  daughters  of  Brahmins), 
and  eleven  schools  in  Hindu  zenanas,  most  of  them  in  the  houses 
of  Brahmins.  In  the  zenanas  of  all  the  most  wealthy  and 
respectable  Hindu  families  in  the  city  regular  visits  are  made. 
There  are  still  a  few  bigoted  Mohammedan  families  into  whose 
zenanas  a  lady  missionary  would  not  be  welcome,  but  the  number  of 
such  is  much  smaller  than  it  was  five  years  ago.  When  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ellinwood  were  at  our  station  in  December,  1874,  and  we 
visited  the  school  which  Mrs.  C.  first  established,  almost  all  the  girls 
scampered  into  rooms  out  of  sight,  upon  hearing  that  the  missionary 
was  at  the  door.  A  few  days  ago,  nearly  all  the  Mohammedan 
girls'  schools  Were  collected  for  annual  examination,  and  for  the  first 
time  I  was  allowed  to  examine  them  personally,  without  creating 
much  consternation  among  them.  Some  of  the  older  ones,  mostly 
married  ones,  still  kept  behind  the  curtain,  but  scores  of  them  made 
no  eflbrt  to  avoid  my  seeing  them. 


AT  HOME.  11 

OUR  SALAA3I. 

To  all  our  friends  in  city  and  country,  greeting  !  From  our 
new  rooms  (Xos.  25  and  26)  at  1334  Chestnut  street,  we  desire  to 
send  forth  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  our  helpers  and  well-wishers 
to  visit  us  on  any  day  in  the  year  (Sundays  excepted),  and  for  any 
purpose  relative  to  mission  work.  It  has  long  been  our  wish  thus 
to  invite  our  friends,  but  there  was  little  opportunity  for  hospitality 
when  we  were  limited  to  one  room,  where  the  important  and  ab- 
sorbing work  of  keeping  the  accounts,  and  also  the  editing  of  the 
magazines,  had  to  be  carried  on.  Now,  however,  as  the  Trustees  of 
the  Presbyterian  House  have  granted  us  the  permanent  use  of  two 
delightful  rooms,  we  can  gratify  this  desire  of  our  hearts.  Some 
one  of  the  managers  of  this  Society  will  be  in  attendance  daily  from 
ten  to  one  o'clock,  to  receive  all  who  may  call.  If  any  in  time  past 
have  visited  our  one  busy  workshop  and  gone  away  feeling  disap- 
pointed at  an  apparent  want  of  interest  in  their  errand,  let  them 
come  now  and  see  how  warmly  they  will  be  received ;  if  any  desire 
information,  leaflets,  a  foreign  letter  to  read  at  an  auxiliary  meet- 
ing, or  even  simply  to  express  interest  in  the  Society  and  its  work, 
they  will  be  most  welcome.  We  believe  this  intercourse  will  result  in 
mutual  help,  and  we  take  this  enlargement  of  our  borders  as  a  new 
proof  of  the  approval  of  Him  whom  we  are  trying  to  serve — an 
indication  that  He  has  a  larger  work  for  us  to  do — and  we  thank- 
fully accept  it  from  Him. 

N.  B. — The  rooms  are  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  at  the  Chestnut 
street  entrance,  third  floor.  They  have  been  nicely  furnished  for 
the  use  of  the  Society  by  some  of  its  friends  in  Philadelphia 

SPUING  FRESHETS,  OR  STEADY  STREAMS? 

Spring  freshets  have  their  uses,  but  to  the  husbandman  engaged 
in  cultivating  the  soil  the  May  showers,  and  August  rains,  and  heavy 
dews  of  the  summer  months  are  far  more  valuable. 

There  has  been  a  growing  tendency  for  several  years  past  on  the 
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part  of  our  auxiliaries,  to  postpone  the  sending  of  money  till  the 
months  of  March  and  April,  so  that  the  receipts  of  our  Society  for 
these  two  months  exceed  those  of  all  the  other  ten  put  together. 
It  is  very  pleasant  for  us  to  receive  so  much  at  any  time,  but  would 
it  not  be  better  for  the  Board  o^  Foreign  Missions,  for  the  Parent 
Society,  and  for  the  auxiliaries  themselves,  if  the* collections  were 
scattered  through  the  year,  instead  of  being  made  only  once  in 
each  society,  as  is  now  the  case  in  many  churches  ? 

The  Board  in  New  York  needs  funds  to  send  to  the  various 
mission  fields  just  as  much  in  October  as  in  April,  and  often  the 
Treasurer  has  had  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  demands,  which 
would  not  have  been  necessary  had  there  been  steady  streams 
flowing  from  the  churches  all  the  year  round,  instead  of  the  drought 
of  summer  and  fall  and  the  spring  freshet  which  we  usually  have 
now. 

The  Parent  Society  could  do  its  work  better.  In  the  great  press 
of  work  which  the  spring  months  bring,  answers  to  important 
questions  have  to  be  postponed,  or  are  possibly  overlooked  altogether, 
because  the  time  and  strength  of  the  officers  are  just  then  inadequate 
to  the  demand  upon  them. 

And  lastly,  the  members  of  our  auxiliaries,  we  verily  believe, 
would  be  benefited  if  they  felt  a  responsibility  all  the  year  round, 
instead  of  doing  up  all  their  duty,  so  far  as  money  goes,  once  a 
year,  when  the  foreign  mission  collector  presents  herself  for  the 
usual  contribution.  We  know  that  the  objection  may  be  made, 
especially  in  city  auxiliaries,  that  all  church  work  has  to  be  done 
in  winter,  and  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  collect  more  than  once  a 
year.  To  the  first  objection  we  would  reply,  that  if  all  other  church 
work,  much  of  which  requires  your  personal  presence  and  the  work 
of  your  hands,  comes  in  winter,  would  it  not  ease  the  burden,  if 
burden  it  be,  to  devote  some  of  your  leisure  summer  hours  to 
thought  and  work  for  foreign  missions  ?  As  to  the  trouble  of  col- 
lecting, could  not  the  collectors,  when  they  make  their  winter  or 
spring  rounds,  distribute  the  small  envelopes  supplied  at  a  very 
moderate  rate  by  our  Society,  with  the  request  that  they  be  re- 
turned in  the  fall  with  the  amount  enclosed  that  has  been  laid  by 
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during  the  summer  ?  Two  collections  a  year  would  not  be  a  great 
labor,  and  we  venture  to  say  the  result  would  in  many  cases  be  en- 
couraging. This  plan  may  not  be  convenient  or  possible  in  all 
auxiliaries,  and  is  thrown  out  only  as  a  suggestion.  Will  not  some 
societies  try  it,  or  some  other,  by  which  we  may  have  steady  streams 
all  the  year  round  ? 

DICKEY  MISSION.'^ 

Away  back  among  the  fertile  hills  of  southeastern  Ohio,  far 
remote  from  any  centre  of  busy  life  and  activity,  there  is  a  ladies' 
missionary  society,  and  among  its  humble  members  can  be  counted 
some  of  the  most  worthy  women  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  I 
had  the  pleasure  a  few  days  ago  of  receiving  a  visit  from  one  of 
these  ladies,  and  very  naturally  the  conversation  turned  upon  our 
work  in  the  mission  cause.  She  began  by  telling  me  how  some  of 
the  ladies  raised  the  money  which  they  contributed  to  their  mis- 
sionary society.  Said  she,  "  Last  winter  I  saw  my  husband  throw- 
ing out  of  the  barn  about  twenty  lambs.  Some  of  them  had  per- 
ished with  the  cold,  and  others,  having  been  disowned  by  their 
mothers,  were  almost  dead.  As  I  saw  him  pick  up  one  nice  lamb 
which  he  was  about  to  throw  away,  my  heart  went  out  in  sympathy 
towards  the  poor  little  thing,  and  said  I,  'Oh,  please  let  me  have 
that  one  and  see  if  I  cannot  do  something  for  it,'  and  although  my 
husband  had  not  the  least  idea  I  could  save  its  life,  he  wrapped 
some  straw  about  it  to  please  me,  and  I  carried  it  in  my  large  apron 
to  the  house,  mentally  saying,  '  If  I  can  but  save  its  life  I  will  give 
all  the  money  I  can  make  from  it  to  our  missionary  society.'  I 
laid  it  down  by  the  warm  kitchen  fire,  and  prepared  some  warm 
milk  in  which  I  put  a  little  camphor,  and  succeeded  in  getting  it 
to  drink  some  of  it,  and  to  my  great  joy  and  surprise  in  the  course 
of  two  hours  it  was  very  much  better.  To-day  '  Dickey  Mission' 
(for  that  is  his  name)  is  the  handsomest  sheep  on  the  farm,  with 
very  long  thick  wool  on  his  back,  and  when  sold  the  proceeds  will 
all  be  given  to  our  dear  missionary  society."  Another  lady  on 
hearing  of  her  success  did  the  same  thing,  and  she  also  has  a  nice 
large  "  missionary  sheep," 

One  day  desiring  to  make  a  visit,  she  told  her  little  niece  to  stop 
on  her  way  home  from  school  and  feed  "Dickey  Mission.'^  The 
little  girl  told  her  schoolmates  that  she  must  stop  at  Aunt  Ellen's. 

What  for  ?"  said  they.  "  To  feed  Aunt  Ellen's — Christian  Ad- 
vocate," said  she,  not  being  able  to  think  of  the  right  name,  and  it 
has  gone  by  that  name  ever  si  oca. 

A  FRIEND  OF  TUE  CAUSE. 
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A  NEW  TEAB'S  PROMISE, 

"  Certainly  I  will  be  w  ith  thee  "  (Ex.  iii.  12). 

"Certaixly  I  WILL  BE  WITH  THEE !"  Father,  I  have  found  it  true: 
To  Thy  faithfulness  and  mercy  I  would  set  my  seal  anew. 
All  the  year  Thy  jrrace  hath  kept  me  ;  Thou  my  help  indeed  hast  been  ; 
Marvellous  the  loving-kindness  every  day  and  hour  hath  seen. 

"  Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee!"  Let  me  feel  it,  Saviour  dear 
Let  me  know  that  thou  art  wath  me,  very  precious,  very  near. 
On  this  day  of  solemn  pausing,  with  Thyself  all  longing  still, 
Let  Thy  pardon,  let  Thy  presence,  let  Thy  peace  my  spirit  fill. 

"  Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee  !"  Blessed  Spirit,  come  to  me, 
Rest  upon  me,  dwell  within  me,  let  my  heart  Thy  temple  be  ; 
Through  the  trackless  year  before  me,  holy  One,  with  me  abide  ! 
Teach  me,  comfort  me,  and  calm  me,  be  my  ever-present  Guide. 

"  Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee  !"  Starry  promise  in  the  night! 
All  uncertainties,  like  shadows,  flee  away  before  its  light. 
"  Certainly  I  will  be  with  thee     He  hath'spoken  ;  I  have  heard  ! 
True  of  old,  and  true  this  moment,  I  will  trust  Jehovah's  word. 

— Frances  Ridhy  Havergal^  in    Sont/s  of  Grace  and  Glory ^ 


CHILDREN'S  WORK  FOR  CHILDREN. 

This  little  magazine  begins  the  year  under  new  auspices  and 
with  a  fourth  more  matter  than  during  the  past  year ;  yet  is  to 
be  furnished  at  lower  rates  than  heretofore,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  prospectus  on  the  second  page  of  the  cover  of  Woman's  Work. 
The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  having  been  instructed  by  the 
General  Assembly  to  endeavor  to  diffuse  missionary  intelligence  more 
widely  among  the  young  people  of  the  church,  has  taken  under  its 
care  our  Children  s  Work,  which  was  already  established  and  doing 
good.  By  the  authority  and  aid  of  the  Board  we  are  enabled  to 
reduce  the  terms  at  once,  and  hope  to  reach  so  many  subscribers, 
especially  in  the  Sabbath-schools,  as  actually  to  make  it  a  financial 
success.  It  will  be  published  as  before  at  1334  Chestnut  street, 
Philadelphia,  but  its  Editorial  Committee  will  be  composed  of  a  lady 
from  each  of  the  woman's  organizations  having  their  headquarters 
in  St.  Louis,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Albany  and  Philadelphia. 

We  regret  that  the  arrangements  for  the  new  terms  could 
not  have  been  completed  earlier,  but  hope  that  every  reader  of 
Woman's  Work  will  help  us  by  endeavoring  at  once  to  interest  her 
Sabbath-school  superintendent  in  the  matter,  or  to  raise  a  club  for 
us  herself.  We  shall  send  a  copy  of  the  January  number  to  all  of 
last  year's  subscribers  and  to  many  others,  as  specimen  copies. 
Those  who  have  paid  their  subscription,  at  the  old  rates,  for  one 
year  from  January  1880,  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  new  terms 
by  an  extension  of  their  time. 


AT  HOME. 
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rBAT  FOB  US. 

"While  reading  a  few  days  ago  a  letter  from  one  of  our  faithful 
orkers  in  Lahore,  I  thought  an  extract  from  it  could  not  fail  to 
interest  and  cheer  the  readers  of  Woj7iaii's  Work.    She  says  : 

"  You  will  ask  how  I  am  keeping.  Wonderfully  well.  I  have 
not  had  a  day's  sickness  to  speak  of.  I  have  myself  been  surprised 
that  I  am  so  well,  but  I  have  just  lately  found  out  the  secret.  T 
had  a  letter  not  long  ago  from  a  lady  in  America,  who  says  that 
on  every  Saturday  afternoon  the  ladies  meet  together  and  pray  for 
us.  *  Especially  for  you,  that  health  and  strength  and  wisdom  may 
be  given  you.' "  To  realize  how  much  this  answered  prayer  signifies, 
you  should  see  the  writer,  a  frail  little  woman,  no  longer  young,  a 
grandmother  in  fact,  who  has  often  been  weak  and  ailing  when 
under  no  special  pressure  of  anxiety  or  exposure.  You  should 
know  that  she  has  had  a  great  deal  of  illness  in  her  home  during 
the  season,  and  her  family  cares  have  not  been  light.  Then  you 
should  go  with  her  through  the  narrow  lanes  of  the  compactly  built 
city  and  experience  the  sickening  effects  of  noxious  vapors  arising 
from  open  drains,  &c.,  knowing  meantime  that  cholera  is  rife  in 
the  city.  You  should  remember,  too,  that  this  state  of  good  health 
was  at  a  season  when  could  you  have  wafted  over  to  her  the  air  of 
the  hottest  day  of  your  heated  term,  it  would  have  been  greeted 
with  the  exclamation,  "  How  pleasantly  cool!" 

The  prayer  for  "  wisdom"  for  this  dear  worker  hns  also  been 
strikingly  answered.  Perhaps  many  a  missionary  might  find  the 
secret  of  a  sweet  surprise,  in  the  way  of  unlooked-for  peace  in  time 
of  trial,  as  well  as  in  mental  and  physical  strength  for  the  daily 
routine  of  work  when  climate  and  season  are  against  her,  in  a  little 
circle  of  prayer  in  America,  where  her  wants  are  presented  before 
the  throne  of  grace. 

Will  you  not,  dear  fellow  laborer,  seek  to  learn  the  special  n^:eds 
of  your  representatives  in  heathen  lands,  and  in  your  weekly  gather- 
ings lay  these  before  the  Lord  ?  Are  you  supporting  a  Bible 
woman  or  native  teacher?  She  has  probably  not  had  the  same 
careful  training  in  early  life  which  she  would  have  had  in  a  Chris- 
tian country,  and  hence  may  not  be  vpry  strong  to  bear  unkindness 
and  reproach  ;  liberties  are  also  often  taken  with  her  by  her  native 
sisters,  which  would  not  be  taken  with  a  missionary  lady,  and  when 
rudely  treated  she  is  sometimes  tempted  to  leave  a  school  or  family 
rather  than  endure  a  little  hardness.  She  needs  much  grace  for 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing.  Of  course  her  annoyances  reach 
the  missionary  in  charge.  It  requires  a  vast  amount  of  tact  to 
settle  matters,  little  in  themselves,  but  on  which  the  closing  of  a 
school  or  zenana  may  turn. 

We  are  all  of  us,  missionary,  teacher,  and  Bible  reader,  subject 
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to  infirmities  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  spirit,  so  while  asking  for  us 
temporal  gifts,  pray  that  our  faith  fail  not,  and  that,  rejoicing  in 
hope,  we  may  have  that  charity  which  sufifereth  long  and  is  kind. 

M.  B.  N. 

DuARMSALA,  NoRTH  INDIA,  September  24, 1879. 


GIVING  FOB,  SPECIAL  OBJECTS. 

The  following  extracts  from  an  editorial  article  in  the  Missionari/, 
published  by  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church,  clearly  sets  forth 
a  difficulty  which  all  Foreign  Boards  experience : — 

"  We  have  had  frequent  occasion  within  a  few  years  past  to  point 
out  the  evils  and  inconveniences  connected  with  this  practice,  but, 
so  far  as  can  be  seen,  with  little  or  no  effect.  Many  of  our  Ladies' 
Missionary  Associations,  as  well  as  a  still  larger  number  of  the  Sab- 
bath-schools, still  insist  that  their  contributions  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  benefit  of  some  particular  missionary  labor,  to  the  support  of 
some  particular  school,  or  for  the  education  of  a  particular  child  in 
some  one  of  the  schools.  Not  infrequently  we  are  asked  to  estab- 
lish a  new  school  at  the  expense  of  some  missionary  society,  when, 
in  fact,  we  are  straitened  to  the  very  last  degree  to  sustain  the 
schools  that  are  already  in  operation. 

"  There  are  a  number  of  motives  which  prompt  to  this  giving  for 
special  objects  :  1st.  There  is  the  attractiveness  that  always  con- 
nects with  a  new  enterprise,  no  matter  what  it  may  be.  2d.  It  is 
a  well-known  fact,  and  one  that  is  very  commendable  in  itself,  that 
Christian  women  always  want  to  be  brought  into  immediate  contact 
with  the  object  of  their  beneficence;  they  not  only  want  to  see  the 
misery  they  are  called  upon  to  relieve,  but  they  want  to  remove  it 
with  their  own  hands,  and  in  their  own  way.  3d.  The  expectation 
of  getting  '  stirring  letters '  from  abroad  to  quicken  their  own  zeal, 
and  to  stimulate  others  to  heartier  co-operation. 

"  But  no  matter  what  may  be  the  motive,  and  however  advan- 
tageous in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  practicable,  except 
to  a  very  limited  degree,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  these  Christian 
friends.  When  the  number  of  associations  and  Sabbath-schools 
was  small,  there  was  no  serious  difficulty  in  keeping  them  in  close 
correspondence  with  the  missionary  work  abroad.  But  when  they 
have  increased  to  four  or  five  hundred,  as  is  the  case  at  present,  it 
becomes  almost  an  impossibility.  No  missionary  could  write  all  the 
letters  that  would  be  expected  of  him,  without  neglecting  his  pro- 
per work  as  a  missionary.  More  than  this :  he  is  not  always  in 
the  mood  or  condition  to  write  '  stirring  letters.'  It  is  only  now 
and  then  that  he  can  shout  the  song  of  '  harvest  home.'  For  the 
most  of  the  time,  he  has  to  plod  his  way  in  the  midst  of  trials,  diffi- 
culties, and  opposition,  and  if  his  letters,  under  such  circumstances, 
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were  faithful  to  depict  the  true  state  of  his  mind,  they  would  exert 
a  discouraging,  rather  than  stimulating,  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  his  friends  at  home.  The  fact  is,  the  missionary,  instead  of  writ- 
ing stimulating  letters,  home,  needs  such  for  his  own  encouragement. 
Nothing  could  cheer  and  encourage  him  more  than  spirited  letters 
from  home,  assuring  him'  of  sympathy  in  his  arduous  and  self-deny- 
ing labors.  More  than  this  :  none  of  us  ought  to  wait  for  '  stirring 
letters'  as  a  means  of  arousing  us  to  a  proper  sense  of  our  duty. 
We  need  only  go  to  the  Word  of  God,  to  find  the  most  powerful 

motive  to  Christian  activity  

"  Besides  this  system  of  special  gifts  introauces  irregu- 
larities and  inequalities  into  the  whole  system  of  the  nussionary 
work.  It  is  not  intended  to  do  this,  of  course,  but  if  the  practice 
were  to  become  general  in  the  Church,  it  would  necessarily  lead  to 
it,  and  would  break  up  any  scheme  of  missions  that  could  possibly 
be  devised.  Under  its  influence,  provided  the  practice  were  to  ba- 
come  general,  one  missionary  would  live  in  luxury,  while  another 
would  be  left  to  starve;  one  school  would  be  over-supported,  while 
another,  equally  promising,  would  be  left  to  languish.    And  so 

throughout  the  whole  work  

"  .  .  .  .  Our  plans  of  operation,  whatever  they  may  be,  have 
been  adopted  after  careful  conference  between  the  missionaries 
abroad  and  the  Executive  Committee  at  home.  If  they  arc  not 
faultless,  they  are  as  nearly  so,  perhaps,  as  any  human  plans  ever  are. 

"  Now,  in  view  of  all  this,  is  it  not  the  wisest  and  best  course  for 
all  of  our  friends  to  send  their  off"ering  here,  for  the  great  common 
cause?  May  not  the  Executive  Committee,  whose  special  duty  it 
is  to  study  the  wants  of  the  whole  field,  be  relied  upon  to  make  the 
best  use  of  all  such  offerings  ?  There  is  no  objection,  whatever,  to 
the  simple  designation  of  funds  for  this  or  that  object.  l>ut  what  is 
objected  to,  and  what  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out,  is  the  assigning 
of  a  particular  part  of  the  general  work  to  a  particular  association, 
as  its  share  of  the  general  resp(»nsibility." 

To  this  the  editor  of  the  Foreign  Missionary,  published  by  our 
own  Bt)ard  of  Foreign  Missions,  adds  : — • 

"  The  e'^ils  connected  with  the  special  system  must  probably  be 
borne  for  the  sake  of  the  great  good  accomplished.  But  will  not 
all  our  auxiliaries  rise  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  higher  ground  of 
giving  for  Christ's  one  world-wide  kingdom,  and  for  His  sake  ?  The 
special  method  may  be  necessary  in  the  infancy  of  these  organiza- 

.  tions,  but  if  properly  instructed,  they  may  soon  rise  above  it,  and 
be  able  to  see  the  grandeur  of  the  great  uorh,  instead  of  giving 
from  mere  sympathy  w'.th  a  particular  individual.    If  Sabbath- 

•  schools  are  taught  to  take  up  one  field  after  another,  and  study  it 
carefully  with  maps,  if  auxiliary  societies  are  encouraged  to  read 
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■what  is  published  on  the  subject  of  missions,  they  will  soon  gain  a 
broader  and  a  deeper  interest  than  can  possibly  grow  out  of  a  single 
heathen  boy  or  girl  warranted  to  be  interesting,  and  named  after 
some  distinguished  father  of  the  Church.  But  more  telling  than 
all  these  arguments  is  the  fact  that  the  Methodist  churches  have 
learned  that  Sabbath-schools  will  give  without  the  designation  of 
special  objects,  if  they  are  only  asked  to  do  so.  Last  year  the 
Sabbath-schools  of  the  Methodist  Church  contributed  $130,000  for 
JNlissions,  with  no  object  named.  The  schools  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  all  the  machinery  of  special  objects,  gave  to  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  minus  the  hundred!" 


THE  HILLEBTON  AUXILIARY. 

Read  at  the  Semi- Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
Ocloher  29,  1879. 

Mrs.  Preston  was  the  young  wife  of  the  new  pastor  at  Hillerton. 
Timid  and  inexperienced,  she  was  yet  an  earnest  and  thoughtful 
Christian  woman;  it  troubled  her  to  find  no  missionary  society 
and  no  prayer  meeting  among  the  ladies  of  the  church.  They 
met  often  in  social  life  j  picnics  and  festivals  were  frequent  in  their 
respective  seasons ;  but  there  was  no  coming  together  for  praise 
and  prayer,  or  to  hear  and  tell  of  God's  gracious  work  among  the 
nations,  and  to  consider  what  they.  His  children,  could  do  to  spread 
the  good  news.  As  Mrs.  Preston  mused,  "  the  fire  burned  "  until 
she  could  no  longer  hold  her  peace ;  so,  in  the  orthodox  way,  she 
sought  counsel  of  her  husband. 

"  How  can  a  missionary  society  be  started  ?"  she  asked.  "  Oh," 
answered  the  good  man,  vaguely,  with  his  pen  hovering  over  his 
unfinished  sermon,  "  call  a  meeting  of  the  ladies  and  organize." 
This  was  not  much  help.  "■  But,"  said  Mrs,  Preston,  after  a  pause, 
"  would  it  not  be  better  to  talk  with  some  of  tiie  ladies  first,  and 
try  to  get  them  interested  ?"  "  Oh,  by  all  means,"  replied  her 
husband,  turning  to  his  desk  and  dipping  his  pen  into  the  ink,  as 
if  the  matter  was  settled  satisfactorily,  and  there  was  nothing  more 
to  be  said.  * 

The  little  wife  sighed  as  she  left  the  room,  feeling  that  she  was 
shut  up  to  her  own  resources;  for  this  was  before  the  time  of 
Presbyterial  Societies,  and  she  was  too  far  from  Philadelphia  or 
Chicago  to  seek  aid  from  headquarters.  Like  a  true  woman, 
however,  she  rose  to  meet  the  emergency ;  and,  after  asking  help 
and  guidance  from  One  who  never  fails  His  children,  she  donned 
her  walking  attire  and  started  bravely  forth. 

Mrs.  Smith,  upon  whom  she  first  called,  listened  coldly  and 
silently  to  the  plan  unfolded  for  a  missionary  society,  and  finally 
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said,  "  "Well  really,  Mrs.  Preston,  I  think  we  have  plenty  of  work 
at  our  own  doors,  without  going  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  seek 
it !  You  know  our  own  church  is  in  debt,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  to  send  money  away  when  it  is  so  much  needed  here.  You 
must  agree  that  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  of  our  own  church  first." 
"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Preston,  gently;  "but  you  know  the  command 
is  to  '  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature^  and  unless  we  do  our 
part,  how  can  we  claim  the  promise  '  Lo.  I  am  with  you  alway,' 
or  expect  a  blessing  upon  our  own  church  ?  And,"  she  continued, 
with  an  effort  which  sent  a  quick  flush  to  the  sensitive  cheek,  as 
her  eye  took  in  the  elegant  toilette  of  her  hostess,  and  the  costly 
trifles  that  crowded  the  handsome  parlor,  "  might  we  not  spare 
something  from  our  luxuries  for  this  cause  ?"  I  do  not  see  the 
matter  as  a  duty,"  coldly  replied  Mrs.  Smith ;  "  there  are  other 
churches  older  than  ours  and  free  from  debt,  which  can  go  into 
these  schemes  if  they  see  fit;  but  for  my  part  1  am  conscientiously 
opposed  to  giving  money  away  until  our  debt  is  paid ;  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  honest." 

Considerably  disheartened,  Mrs.  Preston  took  her  leave,  and 
called  next  upon  Mrs.  Jones.  This  lady  gave  her  pastor's  wife  a 
cordial  welcome,  but  her  manner  changed  considerably  when  she 
learned  her  errand.  "  I  do  not  know  that  I  approve  of  women's 
societies,"  said  she ;  "  there  is  always  more  or  less  gossip  in  them; 
and  you  know,"  she  continued,  ''the  apostle  tells  us  to  be  keepers 
at  home."  "But,"  rejoined  her  visitor,  "you  do  not  think  that 
injunction  would  forbid  Mrs.  Green's  dinner  party  at  which  we 
met  last  week,  or  the  festival  we  intend  holding  during  the  holi- 
days?" "  Oh,  that  is  a  different  thing  altogether,"  said  Mrs.  Jones, 
quickly  and  decidedly;  "  there  is  no  similarity  between  the  cases.  I 
think  a  true  woman  should  stay  in  her  sphere  and  look  after  her 
family;  '  guide  the  house,'  as  the  apostle  says.  I  am  sure  you  cannot 
find  anything  in  the  Bible  about  missionary  societies,  Mrs.  Preston  1" 

Argument  was  vain  with  such  an  opponent,  so  leaving  Mrs. 
Jones'  door  with  a  heavier  heart  than  when  she  entered,  Mrs. 
Preston  turned  her  steps  half  reluctantly  toward  Mrs.  Brown's 
handsome  residence.  This  lady  was  at  first  non-committal.  She 
prided  herself  upon  thoroughly  examining  a  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings before  she  expressed  an  opinion  upon  it.  At  length,  after  a 
lengthy  catechism  in  the  course  of  which  she  had  probed  Mrs. 
Preston's  plans  to  the  bottom,  she  said  severely :  "  And  so  you 
intend  to  propose  that  we  support  with  our  money  a  young  lady 
missionary  in  Chirm !  I  must  tell  you,  Mrs.  Preston,  that  I  totally 
disapprove  of  siugle  ladies  going  out  as  missionaries.  It  is  very 
well  for  married  women,  who  have  the  protection  of  a  home  and 
husband ;  but  I  think  it  highly  improper  for  young  girls  to  go  off 
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in  a  fit  of  romantic  enthusiasm  to  live  among  degraded  savages, 
and  have  their  innocent  natures  sullied  by  contact  with  such  crea- 
tures. I  would  never  permit  mj  daughter  Adn  to  take  such  an 
indelicate  and  improper  course.''  Said  Mrs.  Preston  gently  hut 
earnestly,  Our  Master  went  among  the  sinful  and  fallen,  and  we 
are  commanded  to  follow  in  His  footsteps."  "  We  do  not  see 
things  in  the  same  way,  my  dear  madam,"  said  the  lady,  patron- 
izingly; "you  are  young  and  enthusiastic;  by  and  by  you  will  take 
more  sober  views  of  life."  But,"  said  Mrs.  Preston,  "  I  have 
another  missionary  on  the  list  sent  me  to  suggest  to  our  ladies;  and 

this  one  is  a  married  lady ;  Mrs.  G  of  Africa."    Just  here 

Mrs.  Brown's  sister,  who  had  entered  the  room,  exclaimed  with 
uplifted  hands,  Is  it  possible,  Mrs.  Preston,  that  you  can  approve 
sending  missionaries  to  that  deadly  African  climate?  /think  it  is 
absolutely  sinful  to  permit  such  waste  of  valuable  lives ;  for,  as 
every  one  knows,  no  white  person  can  live  there  more  than  a  year 
or  two."  ''You  will  find,  5liss  Baker,  that  this  is  a  popular  mis- 
take," said  Mrs.  Preston.  By  looking  at  the  records  you  will 
see  that  some  of  our  missionaries  have  lived  ten,  some  twenty,  and 
some  over  thirty  years  in  Africa,  while  thousands  of  white  men 
live  there  for  purposes  of  trade,  taking  all  the  risks  of  climate. 
And  how,  otherwise,  are  the  Africans  to  hear  the  gospel?"  "  Well, 
I  believe,"  said  her  hostess,  in  these  people  learning  to  depend 
upon  themselves ;  there  is  too  much  pampering  and  petting  done 
by  the  missionaries,  I  am  convinced.  They  ought  to  be  willing  to 
go  and  civilize  and  ccmvert  their  own  people.  The  Bible  says,  you 
know,  •  Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead.'  "  And  besides,"  chimed 
in  Miss  Baker,  a  great  many  of  the  missionaries  only  go  to  those 
foreign  countries  because  it  is  romantic,  and  they  like  to  travel  and 
meet  with  adventures,  and  live  at  their  ease.  I  don't  think  it 
ought  to  be  encouraged."  To  this  tirade  of  words  without  sense, 
poor  Mrs.  Preston  felt  utterly  unable  to  reply.  A  real  argument 
she  would  try  to  answer ;  square  up  and  down  reasoning  against 
the  missionary  cause  she  would  bravely  meet,  but  who  can  reply  to 
the  foolish,  inconsequent  prating  of  a  frivolous  woman  ? 

Almost  despairing  by  this  time,  she  next  turned  her  steps  toward 
the  humble  home  of  a  dear  old  Scotch  woman,  whose  affectionate 
welcome  and  cheery  words  were  like  a  cordial  to  her  weary  spirit. 

Thank  God  for  putting  the  thought  into  your  heart,  my  bairn," 
said  she;  "  this  is  what  1  have  been  praying  for  many  a  year.  God 
has  been  gude  to  us  women,  and  it  will  be  a  blessed  thing  to  help 
tell  yon  poor  heathen  souls  of  His  loving  kindness.  If  it  is  His 
will  that  I  should  stay  a  little  longer  in  this  weary  world,  happy 
will  I  be  to  help  in  such  a  blessed  work."  Two  or  three  calls  fol- 
lowed, where  the  plan  for  a  missionary  society  was  met  with  polite 
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indifference  and  vague  non-committal  speeches,  and  then  the  pas- 
tor's wife  entered  the  pleasant  home  of  one  she  had  learned  to  love 
and  revere,  3[rs.  Merwin,  an  invalid  long  confined  to  her  room  by 
an  incurable  disease.  Here  again  was  balm  to  the  wounded  spirit 
in  the  sisterly  sympathy  and  hearty  approval  of  the  invalid.  With 
tears  of  feeling  Mrs.  Merwin  said,  "  I  gave  my  first  borji,  Mary,  to 
God  in  an  especial  manner  at  her  birth,  and  a  few  years  later,  when 
she  was  given  back  to  me  from  the  gates  of  death  after  long  illness, 
I  renewed  the  consecration.  Should  He  call  her  to  give  her  life  to 
work  for  Him  among  heathen  women,  I  will  yield  her  cheerfully, 
and  thank  Him  for  accepting  my  off"ering  and  for  putting  such 
honor  upon  her.^' 

From  this  delightful  interview  Mrs.  Preston  proceeded  to  call 
upon  Mrs.  Johnson  in  the  next  house,  of  whose  sharp  tongue,  it 
must  be  confessed,  the  little  lady  stood  somewhat  in  dread.  Having 
learned  wisdom  by  experience,  as  she  thought,  Mi*s.  Preston  here 
mentioned  that  she  had  obtained  from  the  secretary  the  names  of 
two  or  three  missionary  ladies  to  propose  to  the  society  if  it  should 
be  formed,  and  one  of  these  was  Mrs.  L.  of  Persia.  But  here  Mrs. 
Johnson  interposed  to  say  emphatically,  "  No,  I  will  never  agree  to 
take  a  married  woman  as  our  missionary.  How  much  can  a  woman 
with  husband  and  children  do  of  missionary  work,  I  should  like  to 
know?  Why  absolutely  nothing,  that  is  if  she  does  her  duty  at 
home.  Suppose  I  should  go  running  about  the  streets  pretending 
to  teach  the  poor  and  that  sort  of  thing,  what  would  become  of  my 
children  and  house  ?  It  is  well  enough  for  sinrjle  women  to  go  as 
missionaries,  but  married  women  ought  to  remember  that  '  charity 
begins  at  home,'  and  not  run  about  like  IMrs.  Jellyby  looking  after 
other  people's  children  and  letting  their  own  run  wild."  But," 
replied  Mrs.  Preston,  "  some  of  our  very  best  and  most  successful 
missionaries  have  been  faithful  wives  and  mothers.  We  are  told 
that  there  is  no  influence  so  powerful  upon  the  heathen  as  the  won- 
derful sight  (as  it  is  to  them)  of  a  happy  Christian  home,  where 
wife  and  mother  is  loved  and  respected  by  her  husband  as  his  equal, 
and  honored  and  obeyed  by  her  children.  And,  dear  Mrs.  John- 
son, pardon  me,  but  do  we  not  spend  in  useless  calls  and  idle 
shopping,  to  say  nothing  of  purposeless  strolls  and  unprofitable 
books,  as  much  time  as  would  enable  us  to  give  an  hour  or  two 
everyday  to  teaching  some  ignorant  soul  about  Jesus  i:'  We  do 
these  things,  and  yet  we  do  not  think  we  neglect  our  families." 

That  is  all  very  well,"  said  Mrs.  Johnson,  "but  I  will  not  give 
my  money  to  support  a  married  iroman,  that  is  certain.  If  I  help 
pay  a  mission  ^.ry,  I  expect  her  to  give  her  whole  time  to  her  work, 
just  as  I  do  any  other  person  whom  I  hire."  The  next  call  brought 
a  ray  of  sunshine.    Young  Mrs.  Herbert  was  delighted  with  the 
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scheme,  and  so  was  her  friend  Nellie  Grray,  who  was  with  her,  and 
who  promised  to  try  to  interest  the  young  ladies  in  the  matter. 

[To  be  continued.) 


EXTEItlENCE  OF  A  PRESBTTERIAL  PMES- 
IDENT. 

A  WEEK  ago  this  morning  I  started  with  trembling  to  take  my 
place  in  the  annual  meeting.  As  I  look  back  I  cannot  but  wonder 
why  I  ever  for  a  moment  doubted  our  Father's  promises ;  the  help 
came  for  the  asking,  and  the  wisdom  was  not  denied.  I  thought 
much  about  it  before,  prayed  fervently  for  its  success,  and  I  felt 
that  I  was  sustained  and  strengthened  by  the  prayers  of  friends. 
All  felt  that  we  had  a  profitable  meeting,  and  I  think  we  shall 
enter  the  new  year  with  increased  zeal  and  expecting  large  returns. 


The  New  York  Ohserver  says  :  "  The  name  of  this  newspaper  is 
not  '  Exchange,'  nor  '  One  of  our  Exchanges,'  but  the  New  York 
Observer.'  "  We  remind  those  who  copy  from  this  magazine  that 
its  name  is  Woman's  Work  for  Woman.  Children's  Work  for 
Children  has  also  a  name  of  its  own. 


NEW  AUXILIARIES. 


Ashley,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
Brandt,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
Cloyd's  Creek,  Tenn.,  Kingston  Pres. 
Delhi,  N.  Y.,  2d  Ch.,  Otsego  Pres. 
Easton,  Pa.,  1st  Church,  Y.  L.  Branch. 
Georgetown,   Md.,  Westminster  Ch., 

New  Castle  Pres. 
Hokendauqua,  Pa.,  Lehigh  Pres. 


Milford,  N.  Y.,  Otsego  Pres. 
Millersburg,  0.,  Wooster  Pres. 
Plains,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
Rochester  Mills,  Rockbridge  Ch.,  Kit- 
tanning  Pres. 
Rockford,  Tenn.,  Kingston  Pres. 
Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Holston  Pres. 
Unitia,  Tenn.,  Kingston  Pres. 


Belleville,  0.,  Willing  Workers. 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  Johnston. 
Florida,  N.  Y.,  Gleaners. 


Honey  Brook,  Pa.,  Wherry. 
Portland,  Oregon,  Occidenal  Missionary 
Circle. 


Allen,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Ilalsey,  Miss  Julia 
Hannahs,  Mrs.  Grace 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Hindman,  Mrs.  Ann 
Lowes,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Monks,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  from  Nov.  1,  1879. 

[presbyteries  in  small  capitals.] 
Baltimore. — Ellicott  City  (of  which  $5  from  Mrs,  E. 

Aux.,  for  work,  Chefoo,  $89  ;  Silver  for  Woodstock),  $22 ; 

Hagerstown  Aux.,  for  Mis'y  Taneytown  Aux.  (of  which 

Nez  Perces,  $23  ;  Harmony  $35  for  sch'p,  Persia),  $63,  .  $197  00 
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Blairsvi  lle. — Johnstown, 
Miss  Montgomery's  class  of 
boys  for  orphan  boys,  Che- 

foo,  $5  00 

Butler. — Centre  Aux.,  $25  ; 
Leesburg,  for  Japan,  $40 ; 
Pine  Grove  (of  which  Sll  13 
for  extra  fund),  $33  26,- 
Foundation  Stones,  826  70 
(^59  06);  Zelienople  Aux., 
$14  68,  .  .  .  .  139  64 
Chest  e.r.  — Downingtown, 
Golden  Links,  for  Africa, 
$55  79;  Media,  Everybody's 
Help  Bd.,  for  Oroomiah 
Hospital,  $7;  Marple  Ch., 
S.  S.,  825,  Cedar  Grove, 
S.  S.,  $15,  Newtown,  1st 
day  sch.,  $10  (850),  for  2 
Bch'ps,  Gaboon;  Oxford 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Bogota, 
$62;  Oxford,  2d  Ch.  (col.), 
for  teacher,  Liberia.  $9,  .  183  79 
CiNCiN-VATi.  —  Cincinnati,  2d 
Ch.  Aux.,  $60  ;  Mt.  Auburn 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Mexico, 
$150;  Delhi  Aux.,  for  nat. 
tea.,  Lahore,  $10,  .  .  220  00 
Clarion.  —  Pisgah  Aux., 

for  Oroomiah  Hospital,  .  60  00 
Cleveland.  —  Cleveland,  2d 
Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  India, 
$35,  S.  S.,  for  sch.,  Sao 
Paulo,  $50,  for  sch.,  Mexico, 
$50,  for  scl/p,  Mynpurie, 

$30,   165  00 

Columbus.  — Worthington 

Aux.,   20  00 

Elizabeth.  —  Baskingridgc 
Aux.,  $25;  Eiizabethport, 
Cheerful  Givers,  sch'p, 
Gaboon,  $13 ;  Plainfield, 
for  Miss'y,  Brazil,  $90  60,  .  128  60 
Erie.— Oil  City,  1st  Ch.  Aux., 
2  sch'ps,  Futtehgurh,  $30; 
Warren  Aux.,  for  sch'p, 
Sidon,  $25,  .  .  .  .  55  00 
Genesee. — Castile  Aux.  (of 
which  $16  97  for  day  school, 
Tokio),  $31  97;  Buds  of 
Promise,  for  famine  orphans, 
Chefoo,  $5  70,  .  .  .  37  67 
Jersey  City. — Hoboken, 
1st  Ch.  Aux.,  nat.  tea., 
Sidon,  .  .  .  .  50  00 
Kittanning.  —  Apollo  Aux., 
$30  84,  Hopeful  Bd.  (girls), 
$2  97,  Faithful  Workers 
(boys),  $3  69  ($37  50),  for 


Miss'y,  India  :  Gilgal  Aux., 
$10;  Kittanning  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  Allahabad,  8240; 
Leechburg  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Siam,  $25;  Rockbridge 
Aux.,  $10  ;  West  Glade  Run, 
for  B.  R.,  Canton,  825,       .  $347  50 

L  A  c  K  a  w  A  N  N  A. — Kingston 
Aux.,  87  25,  Juvenile  Miss. 
Aid,  $15,  Mrs.  H.H.Welles, 
$25  ($47  25);  Plymouth 
Aux.,  for  sch.,  Syria,  $25  35  ; 
Shickshinney  Aux.,  $9; 
Wyoming  Aux.,  $8,    .       '.      89  60 

Lehigh.  —  Easton,  1st  Ch., 
S.  S.,  for  sch.,  Syria,  $50; 
Mauch  Chunk,  Little  Work- 
ers, for  Oroomiah  Hospital, 
$34,   84  00 

Mahoning.  —  Kinsman,  S. 
S.  Cong,  and  Pres.  Ch,,  for 
sch'p,  Allahabad,  $3  ;  War- 
ren Aux,,  $1 1 ;  Youngstown, 
1st  Ch.  Aux,,  $34,      .       .     48  00 

MoKRiSAND  Orangf.. "Orange, 
1st  Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Hangchow, .       .       .       .    200  00 

Xewakk.— Bloomfield,  1st  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Miss'v,  Canton, 
$120  50,  for  sch'p, 
$19  50  (8140) :  Westminster 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Canton, 
$56  60,  S.  S.,  for  two 
sch'ps,  $70  ($1L'6  60);  Cald- 
well Aux.,  for  B.  R.,  Can- 
ton, $40;  Newark,  Central 
Ch.  Aux.,  for  schools,  $00; 
High  St.  Aux.,  $:!5  68; 
Roseville  Aux.,  for  Miss'v, 
Syria,  $90;  S.  Park  Aux., 
for  Miss'y,  Canton,  $68  87,  .    561  15 

New  Brunswick. — Penning- 
ton, S.  S.  Miss.  Bd.,  for  sch'p, 
Sidon,  $40  ;  Stockton  Aux., 
$23  54;  Trenton,  3d  Ch., 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Forman,  for  or- 
phan, Saharanpur,  $30,      .      93  54 

New  Castle.  —  Head  of 
Christiana  Aux.,  $25;  St. 
George's  Aux.,  for  Syria, 
$30,   55  00 

Newton.  —  Greenwich  Aux., 

for  sch.,  Saharanpur,  .       .     45  00 

Northumberland.  —  Blooms- 
burg,  Rev.  Stuart  Mitchell, 
D.D.,forL.  M.,S25;  Milton, 
Inf.  Class,  for  Oroomiah 
Hospital,  $7 ;  Williamsport, 
3d  Ch.  Aux.,  $50,       .       .     77  00 
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OzABK.— Springfield  Aiix.,  .  $50  00 
Philadklphia.  —  South  Ch., 
Cheerful  Givers,  for  sch'p, 
Dchra,  .  .  .  .  25  00 
•Philapelphia  Central.  — 
Johnstone  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Oaanah,  $190  ;  Olivet  Aux., 
for  nat.  tea.,  Kolapoor,  $50,    246  00 

T*HILADKLPIIIA  IS'^ORTH.   

Geruiantown,  1st  Ch.,  Wil- 
ling Workers,  for  Japanese 
ring  and  L.  M.,  $25,  Inf. 
Sch.,  Somerville  Mission, 
for  maps  for  Soochow,  $12, 
Miss  Annie  Wain,  $100,  Mrs. 
S.  G.  Beck,  $100,  Decennial 
Thank  OflFerings  ($237) ; 
Providence  Ch.,  Mrs.  Isa- 
bella Custer's  class,  $10,     .    247  00 

Pittsburgh  and  Alleghkny 
Com.— Millvale  Aux.,  $21; 
Shadyside  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Futtehgurh,  $98,        .       .    119  00 

Rr  DSTONE.  —  McKeesport 
Aux.,  $50,  McBride  Bd., 
$25  02  ($75  02);  Tyrone 
Aux.,  $36,  all  for  Miss'y, 
Persia,       .       .       .       .    Ill  02 

Rochester.  —  Livonia  Aux., 

for  Mexico,        .       .       .     25  00 

St.  Clairsville.  —  Buffalo 
Aux.,  $15;  Cambridge 
Aux.,  for  sch'p,  Dehra,  $30 ; 
Concord  Aux.  (of  which 
$25  for  B.  R.,  Lahore),  $30  ; 
Crabapp'.e  Aux.,  $32  :  Mar- 
tin's Ferry  Aux.,  $17  62, 
Mrs.  Strain's  class,  $1  01, 
Lilies  of  the  Valley,  $2  87 
($21  50),  for  Miss'y,  Canton, 
Lilies  of  the  Valley,  for 
sch'p,  Kolapoor,  $5  ($26  50) ; 
St.  Clairsville  Aux.,  $50; 
Wheeling  Valley  Aux., 
$16  60,       .       .       .       .    200  00 

Syracuse. — Oswego,  1st  Ch. 

Aux.,  for  two  sch'ps,  Sidon,      60  00 

Washington.  —  Forks  of 
Wheeling  Aux.,  for  Mission- 
aries' children,    .       .       .       7  00 

Washington  City. — Eastern 
Ch.,  $3  60;  1st  Ch.  Aux., 
sch'p,  Dehra,  $30 ;  Western 


Ch.  Aux.,  $5  80  ;  Metropol- 
itan Aux.,  $S  50,  Miss.  Bd., 
$21  82  ($30  32);  North  Ch. 
Aux.,  $5  13;  West  St.  Aux., 
$3  90,  a  Little  Girl,  $1  61 
(S5  51);  New  York  Ave. 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  India, 
$250  GO ;  Hyattsville  Aux., 
$14,  $344  36 

West  Jersey.  —  Cedarville 
Aux.,  $13;  Deerfield  Aux., 
$25  ;  Millville  Aux.,  $7  50,  .     45  50 

West    Virginia.  —  Parkcrs- 

burg,  1st  Ch.  Aux.,    .       .       5  65 

Wooster.  —  Plymouth  Aux., 

for  B.  R.,  India,  .       .       .     25  00 

Miscellaneous. — Bellvernon, 
Pa.,  Miss  F.  C.  Ellicott, 
Thank-off.,  $25;  Bridgeton, 
N.  J.,  Ivy  Hall,  for  famine 
orphans,  Chefoo,  $10; 
Gallon,  0.,  a  Friend,  50  cts. ; 
Germantown,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Har- 
land,  $5 ;  Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.,  Ettie  Bucher's  mite 
box,  80  cts.;  Montreal, 
Canadian  W.  B.  M.,  for 
sch'p,  Beirut,  $75  ;  Penna., 
aFriend,  $25;  Philadelphia, 
Bessie  Allen's  mite  box,  $1 ; 
Mrs.  Jane  Page  (towards 
$100,000),  $10;  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  anonymous  thank- 
offering,  $5;  Shelby,  0., 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Cummins,  for 
work,  Tungchow,  $10; 
Thompsonville,  Pa.,  Mrs. 
Jane  L.  Park,  $50. 

For  Decennial  Thank- 
offering  :  A  Presbyterian 
Woman,  $100,  Mrs.  Charles 
J.  Clarke,  Pittsburgh,  $100, 
Mrs.  William  Shaw,  Pitts- 
burgh, $100,  Mrs.  Henry 
G.  Ludlow,  Troy,  N.  Y., 
$100  ($400);  Interest  on 
deposits  to  Nov.  1,  $57  23; 
Sale  of  Leaflets,  &c.,  $7  96,    682  49 


Total  for  November,  1879, 
Previously  acknowledged, 


6.044  86 
21,854  88 


Total  from  May  1,  1879,      $26,899  74 


The  money  acknowledged  in  November  Woman's  Work  from  Remersburg, 
Pa.,  should  have  been  from  Bethesda  Auxiliary,  Butler  Presbytery. 

The  ladies  of  Grace  Church,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  have  sent  a  box  to  Sldon  Semi- 
nary, valued  at  $25. 

Mrs.  Julia  M.  Fishburn,  Treasurer, 
December  1,  1879.  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


^oman*^  "^orfe  for  "jj^otnam 

EDITED  BY  THE 

WOMAN'S  PRESBYTERIAiN  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  OF 
THE  NORTHWEST. 


EBENEZER. 

BY  MRS.  S.  J.  RHEA. 

The  year  has  closed.  What  are  its  lessons  ?  Is  there  progress  ? 
Has  the  shadow  on  the  dial  gone  forward  or  backward  ?  Every 
little  child  even  big  enough  to  watch  shadows  can  answer.  Never 
since  shadows  moved  has  there  been  such  progress  !  Harder  rocks 
have  been  broken,  bigger  icebergs  floated  down  into  the  sunshine 
and  melted,  rustier  locks  opened,  closer  purse-strings  untied,  wider 
doors  entered,  more  obstacles  removed,  more  leaven  hid  by  the 
woman,  and  more  measures  of  meal  leavened  than  ever  in  any  year 
before. 

We  thought  Pentecost  was  wonderful,  but  our  God  has  shown 
us  greater  things  than  that.  Such  demands  upon  the  treasury  of 
His  grace — a  perfect  run  upon  the  bank  !  But  who  will  say  a  jot 
or  tittle  failed  ?  Who  trusted  Him  and  was  deceived?  Who  had 
a  missionary  meeting  or  did  a  stroke  of  work  for  this  cause,  and 
"  Lo,  i.  am  with  you,"  was  discounted  ?  Nay,  it  passed  at  par 
every  time  presented,  and  was  instantly  redeemed.  I  defy  you  to 
say  otherwise. 

"Lo,  I  am  with  you."  When?  Where?  Everywhere.  Al- 
ways. What  glorious  sameness !  The  promise  works  identically 
in  every  place.  Climate  does  not  hinder,  nor  latitude,  nor  longi- 
tude, nor  numbers. 

With  our  own  eyes  and  ears  we  have  seen  God's  truth  tested 
this  year  in  behalf  of  foreign  missions  not  only  weekly  at  Room  48, 
where  His  "  Honor  dwelleth,"  but  in  various  and  widely  separated 
places  in  Michigan,  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Ne- 
braska, and  Kansas.  Every  time  "  I  am  with  you,"  in  its  glori- 
ous fullness,  was  verified,  and  they  all  said  the  same  thing  in  all 
those  places  so  scattered  and  so  different,  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us 
to  be  here."  The  infinite  God  has  fed  every  stream,  has  fired 
every  altar,  has  accepted  every  gift,  has  sealed  every  consecration. 
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has  opened  a  path  through  every  Red  Sea,  has  answered  every 
question,  What  wilt  Thou  have  me  do  ?"  Not  always  with  a  life- 
time answer,  but  with  a  step-at-a-time  answer.  Xo  windows  have 
been  opened  toward  Jerusalem,"  but  the  light  has  broken  in, 
perhaps  not  always  with  the  effulgent  glory  of  the  noonday  sun, 
but  a  ray  has  come  direct,  and  it  has  always  shone  right  on  the 
path,  making  the  next  step  possible.    Is  it  not  so  ? 

And  now,  ye  women  who  have  prayed,  pray  on.  The  army  that 
stands  in  rank  on  Sabbaths  at  5  P.  M.  are  hidden  from  public  eyes; 
"  the  doors  are  shut  but  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  marshals 
them  by  name  and  leads  them  on  in  the  tune  of  the  promises  to 
glorious  and  certain  victory. 

"  Like  a  mighty  army 

Moves  the  church  of  God; 
Sisters,  we  are  treading 

Where  the  saints  have  trod. 

"  Gates  of  hell  can  never 

'Gainst  that  church  prevail; 
We  have  Christ's  own  promise, 
And  that  cannot  fail. 

"  Onward,  Christian  soldiers, 
Marching  as  to  war, 
With  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Going  on  before." 

LETTER  FROM  MBS.  SHEDD. 

Oroomiah,  Persia,  Oct.  2,  1879. 

Three  numbers  of  St.  Nicholas  came  yesterday,  reminding  us 
anew  of  your  thoughtful  love  and  kindness.  Johnny  was  needing 
something  to  read,  and  they  have  come  to  supply  the  need.  I 
often  want  to  thank  the  good  lady  who  sends  us  the  Interior  (Mrs. 
Williams).  It  is  such  a  refreshing  paper  out  in  this  miserable,  stag- 
nant land.  We  are  so  embarrassed,  too,  by  the  great  expenses  of 
a  new  beginning,  that  we  have  no  funds  for  periodicals.  The 
promise  is  sure,  "  The  Lord  shall  supply  all  your  need." 

The  hot  summer  is  over ;  cold  autumn  rains  have  commenced, 
and  we  have  fires  to  keep  us  comfortable.  The  mountains  around 
us  are  covered  with  snow.  Many  cattle  have  perished  from  the 
sudden  and  extreme  cold.  The  Lord  seems  to  frown  upon  this 
land.  Blessings  have  been  turned  into  curses.  Of  course,  poverty 
and  wretchedness  abound ;  starvation  stares  many  in  the  face  this 
coming  winter. 

Our  circle  are  all  pretty  well.  The  cold  weather  brings  back 
the  strength  which  the  extreme  heat  of  the  summer  took  from  me. 
Miss  Van  Duzee  is  not  so  strong  as  she  once  was,  but  is  well. 
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Miss  Dean  is  very  well,  and  very  active  in  missionary  work.  I 
hope  she  writes  you  of  her  very  interesting  visits  to  the  villages. 
We  all  like  our  new  doctor.  He  is  a  very  sensible,  good  man,  and 
is,  of  course,  popular.  I  hope  that  before  I  write  you  again  we 
shall  be  in  our  new  house  (part  of  the  ^'  burnt  brick seminary).  We 
give  one  of  the  lower  rooms  to  Sarra,  wife  of  Kasha  Oshana  (Priest 
Hosanna).  She  and  Theodore,  her  son,  will  stay  there  while  he 
goes  to  preach  in  the  mountains  this  winter.  Theodore  is  quite  a 
remarkable  boy.  He  is  but  eleven  years  old,  is  well  grounded  in 
Ancient  Syriac,  to  them  what  Hebrew  is  to  us,  which  he  reads 
with  perfect  ease.  He  reads  English  also,  which  his  mother 
learned  from  Miss  Fiske,  and  is  a  very  good  and  well-behaved 
boy  in  every  respect.  Sarra  is  a  growing  woman.  She  has  thoughts 
of  her  own,  and  does  not  seem  to  grow  old  and  rusty  at  all.  though 
she  has  spent  most  of  her  life  a  missionary  among  the  Kurdish 
Mountains. 

Kasha  Shimoon.  from  Hamadan,  is  here  on  a  visit.  His  accounts 
of  the  openings  there  are  thrilling.  Jews,  Mohammedans  and  Ar- 
menians go  to  hear  him  preach.  Among  the  Jews  many  Bibles 
have  been  sold,  and  what  is  better,  they  study  them.  One  day, 
when  a  number  of  these  men  were  at  the  Kasha's  house  searching 
the  Scriptures  to  see  if  the  things  which  he  told  were  so,  he  quoted 
a  text  from  one  of  the  prophets.  "  In  which  prophet  is  that  ?"  they 
demanded.  The  Kasha  could  not  tell,  but  turned  to  his  wife,  say- 
ing, "  Sarra,  do  you  remember  ?"  She  took  the  Bible,  and  turning 
at  once  to  the  place,  gave  it  to  him.  The  astonished  Jews  began 
to  beat  their  heads,  and  some  even  wept  as  they  exclaimed,  "■  To 
what  depths  we  have  fallen,  when  even  a  woman  knows  more  than 
we  do."    Sarra  was  a  former  pupil  in  our  school. 

The  Jewish  women  dare  not  come  to  meeting,  but  they,  too,  are 
anxious  to  learn  what  is  so  deeply  interesting  their  husbands  and 
brothers.  The  Armenian  women  belonging  to  the  church  are  try- 
ing to  help  by  visiting  and  talking  to  them.  They  are  but  poor 
readers  and  can't  read  to  them.  There  seems  to  be  an  open  field 
there  for  woman's  work,  but  not  enough  competent  workers.  Who 
will  say,  "  Lord,  here  am  I ;  send  me  "? 


EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  MISS  ELDRED, 
TOKIO,  JAPAN, 

About  the  time  we  wished  to  return  from  our  summer  resting 
place  there  was  much  irregularity  in  the  running  of  the  steamers, 
and  so  we  were  waiting  and  wondering  for  what  providential 
reason  we  were  detained. 

Soon  after  reaching  Tokio  I  was  satisfied  why  I  had  been  left 
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in  Hakodate  uniil  I  had  become  entirely  free  from  the  feeling  of 
care  and  responsibility.  A  few  days  after  my  return,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  mission  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winn  and  Mrs.  True 
should  go  to  Kanagawa  to  work  during  the  coming  year.  This 
place  is  not  open  to  foreigners  yet,  but  Mr.  Winn  goes  as  teacher 
in  the  government  school,  and  Mrs.  True,  who  goes  as  his  assistant, 
will  teach  one  hour  a  day  in  the  same  school.  The  position  which 
Mr.  W.  goes  to  occupy  has  been  filled  for  the  past  two  years  by  a 
Christian  gentleman  from  Tokio.  When  leaving  he  desired  that 
some  Christian  man  should  continue  the  Christian  work  he  had 
begun,  and  recommended  Mr.  Winn,  who  was  accordingly  engaged. 
Kanagawa  is  on  the  western  coast,  and  said  to  be  the  fourth  city 
in  population  in  Japan.  Mrs.  True  goes  there  partly  to  help  Mr. 
W.  in  teaching  and  partly  to  do  Bible  work  among  the  women  of 
that  city.  She  took  Deguchi  Sen  with  her,  and  one  of  the  best  of 
our  Christian  young  men  went  with  them  as  Mrs.  T.  and  Mr. 
Winn's  teacher. 

It  is  clearly  understood  by  those  who  engaged  Mr.  Winn,  that 
he  intends  to  devote  his  time  to  Christian  work  whenever  he  can 
do  so  without  interfering  with  school  duties.  Their  engagement 
is  only  for  a  year,  but  if  all  things  work  favorably  they  will  remain 
two  or  three  years.  Mrs.  True's  going  away  leaves  me  to  take  her 
place,  while  Miss  Leete,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Hepburn's,  who  came 
from  America  last  year,  will  teach  in  my  place  until  some  other 
arrangement  can  be  made.  I  feel  very  incompetent  for  the  work 
that  has  come  to  me,  but  there  seemed  to  be  no  other  way  to  ar- 
range matters. 

I  now  teach  in  the  school  half  an  hour  every  morning,  have  a 
general  oversight  of  the  house  and  servants,  and  the  care  of  the 
girls  out  of  school  hours.  I  also  go  three  days  in  the  week  to  a 
school  three  miles  away  and  teach  two  hours.  Besides  this,  I  shall 
have  to  prepare  something  in  Japanese  for  a  woman's  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  and  also  take  charge  of  that  part  of  the  Ginza  Sabbath- 
school  that  is  composed  principally  of  street  children.  This  keeps 
me  busy,  as  I  have  so  slight  a  knowledge  of  the  language. 

Miss  Gulick  has  taken  up  a  monthly  woman's  meeting  that 
Mrs.  True  had  charge  of.  We  need  your  prayers,  and  the  prayers 
of  all  our  home  friends,  that  God's  blessing  may  rest  upon  our 
work.  We  need  more  helpers.  Our  girls'  rooms  are  all  full.  We 
might  accommodate  a  few  more  day  scholars — still  we  have  a  large 
school. 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  McCLARItT,  ODANAM. 

In  last  month's  issue  was  a  letter  from  Miss  Dougherty  announc- 
ing the  arrival  of  Miss  McClarry,  her  new  co-laborer,  at  Odanah. 


ABROAD. 
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It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  publish  this  month  a  letter  from  Miss 
McClarry  herself,  which  gives  us  an  insight  into  her  life  and  sur- 
roundings, and  frames,  as  it  were,  her  work. 

"  On  Sabbath  the  sacrament  was  administered,  and  a  blessed 
time  it  was  j  such  singing  I  never  heard,  the  voices  of  the  Indians 
are  so  sweet.  Two  young  men  united  with  the  church.  It  was  a 
solemn  sight  to  see  them  kneel,  and,  with  their  eyes  raised  to 
heaven,  receive  the  holy  rite  of  baptism.  Mr.  Baird  preached,  and 
Mr.  Blatchford,  the  native  pastor,  interpreted.  Two  little  ones 
were  also  baptized ;  three  of  the  parents  were  brought  up  in  the 
miswon.  The  evening  service  was  turned  into  a  prayer  meeting. 
Three  young  men  stood  up  for  prayers.  Many  fervent  prayers 
were  offered  (no  less  than  eight  Indians  prayed),  and  many  beauti- 
ful hymns  were  sung.  I  could  not  keep  back  the  tears  as  I  looked 
at  them,  out  in  this  wilderness,  and  saw  such  love  for  Jesus  as 
shone  in  their  faces.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a  wedding  at  the 
church;  a  young  Indian  and  a  pretty  squaw.  The  bridegroom  was 
dressed  like  other  young  men.  The  bride  wore  a  plaid  dress,  white 
apron  with  a  frill,  and  a  shawl  over  her  head.  They  were  ex- 
tremely bashful,  and  after  the  service  all  were  invited  to  come 
forward  and  congratulate  them.  I  noticed  that  the  bridegroom 
received  as  many  kisses  as  the  bride.  The  next  morning  the  hus- 
band came  to  the  mission  for  his  outfit,  which  consisted  of  a  quilt, 
a  blanket,  two  cups  and  saucers,  two  plates,  and  two  knives  and 
forks. 

"  Miss  Dougherty  teaches  in  the  day  school,  being  assisted  by  a 
native  teacher,  who  is  paid  by  the  government.  He  also  studies 
theology  with  Mr.  Baird.  My  place  is  in  the  household,  and  com- 
prises various  duties.  I  can  scarcely  say  which  is  the  most  im- 
portant. I  prefer  it  to  teaching.  I  have  many  opportunities  to 
say  something  for  the  Master.  They  are  in  my  hands  almost  en- 
tirely for  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  formation  of  general 
habits.  Such  children  need  constant  care  and  watchfulness.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  great  work.  All  we  can  do  is  to  draw  the  bow  at  a 
venture,  the  Lord  Himself  must  send  the  arrows  home.  I  know 
you  will  pray  for  me,  and  yet  I  must  ask  you  to  remember  me 
often  at  a  throne  of  grace,  asking  that  I  may  have  needed  strength, 
patience,  and  power  from  on  high." 


Rev.  Mr.  Stevenson  says  of  the  Protestant  converts  in  China : 
"  I  have  never  met,  in  any  Christian  land.  Christian  men  and 
women  of  a  higher  type  than  some  I  met  in  China.  I  have  never 
met,  in  any  land,  Christian  men  and  women  of  higher  spiritual 
experience  or  tone  of  life," 
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NO  OTHER  NAME. 

We  frequently  hear  from  our  auxiliary  societies,  "  "We  cannot  do 
anything  if  we  use  the  word  missionary;  that  is  enough  to  ensure 
empty  seats;  we  must  use  some  other  name/^  Some  of  us  are 
ready  to  excuse  this,  because  we  have  ourselves  stood  on  this  same 
ground — a  sandy  foundation,  surely. 

What  does  the  word  missionary  mean  ?  It  has  commonly  but 
one  significance,  namely,  "one  sent  to  propagate  religion."  People 
get  the  idea  that  they  are  working  for  and  giving  to  missionaries 
merely  for  their  living  and  support,  so  that  one  is  sometimes  met  with, 
"  I've  nothing  to  give  to  them ;  they  have  more  than  I/'  Cannot 
we  go  a  step  farther  and  think  it  is  our  share  of  the  Master's  work  ? 
Missionaries  give  time  and  life  to  God,  and  if  we  cannot  go,  may 
not  a  small  portion  of  our  substance  be  acceptable  to  Him  ? 

Think  of  those  lines  of  Milton's, 

"  How  to  begin,  how  to  accomplish  best 
His  END  OF  BEING  on  earth  and  mission  high." 

What  is  the  end  ?  Have  we  done  it  ?  Obeyed  His  last  command, 
"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature"  ? 
Then  He  told  them,  "  In  my  name"  shall  my  work  be  done.  Now 
why  is  it  that  we  are  continually  seeking  some  other  name  than 
the  Most  High,  our  Friend  and  Ilelper? 

A  lady  said  to  me  yesterday,  speaking  of  their  society,  "  Our 
president  says  she  thinks  we  had  better  disband  or  adopt  some  other 
name,  and  gave  notice  that  she  should  not  attend  any  more."  Think 
of  this,  Christian  sisters,  and  pray  for  the  discouraged  ones,  that  God 
may  pour  light  into  their  hearts ;  that  is  what  they  need — MORE 
LIGHT.  They  would  not  be  seeking  for  other  names  if  they  were 
"  abiding  in  Him." 

Do  we  believe  in  the  words  of  Peter  when  ^lled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost?  "  Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other ;  for  there  is  none 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved."  A  lady  remarked,  at  the  close  of  our  last  month's  meet- 
ing, "  I  had  no  idea  your  meetings  were  so  pleasant.  I  supposed 
them  dry  and  stupid.  I  should  think  if  you  would  call  it  by  some 
OTHER  NAME  you  would  get  more  to  attend." 

No,"  was  the  reply ;  "  we  have  the  best  and  the  truest  colors ; 
we  are  under  the  Lord's  banner.  It  would  be  a  poor  way  to  get 
soldiers  to  pull  down  our  own  Stars  and  Stripes  and  raise  the  flag 
of  another  nation.    If  people  will  stay  away  and  starve  when  the 
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feast  is  spread,  what  can  we  do  ?  All  are  invited.  We  can  pray 
for  starved  souls."  "  squid  scotch." 


"Words  of  cheer  come  constantly  from  our  auxiliaries.  Numbers 
increase,  donations  come  more  willingly,  and  that  which  is  still 
more  valuable,  an  intelligent  interest  in,  and  prayer  for,  the  great 
cause  is  manifested,  showing  us  the  leaven  is  at  work.  Below  is 
an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  president  of  a  new  and  small 
society.  Truly  God's  Spirit  is  there,  and  He  will  not  let  His  word 
return  unto  Him  void  : 

"  Enclosed  you  will  find  our  last  quarter's  contribution.  It 
seems  but  a  weak  efibrt  towards  the  noble  work,  but  it  is  a  cheer- 
ful gift.  '  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver.'  And  so  we  hope  His 
blessing  will  go  with  it.  Not  many  come  to  our  monthly  meetings. 
The  first  half  hour  we  have  a  very  sacred  little  prayer  meeting. 
JVe  get  close  together,  and  in  our  weak  way  ask  God  to  come  into 
our  very  circle  and  bless  us.  Sometimes  I  feel  discouraged,  and 
my  heart  seems  cold,  but  before  that  precious  half  hour  is  over  I 
feel  new  life.    Remember  us  in  your  prayers." 


THE  WORK  OF  OUR  MISSION  CIRCLE  LAST 
YEAR. 

The  principal  work  of  our  mission  circle  last  year  was  an  album 
quilt,  from  which  we  realized  the  sum  of  $100.  Our  circle  is  com- 
posed of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  young  ladies  and  little  girls,  and 
meets  the  first  Saturday  afternoon  in  each  month  at  the  parsonage. 
At  our  meeting,  a  year  ago  in  September,  we  had  with  us  a  friend 
from  the  east,  who  has  charge  of  a  mission  circle  at  her  own  home, 
where  they  had  recently  made  an  album  quilt,  from  which  they 
had  realized  850,  and  she  encouraged  us  to  begin  one,  promising 
that  as  she  intended  to  spend  the  winter  here,  she  would  help  us. 
The  pattern  cho.sen  consisted  of  fifty-six  blocks  so  pieced  as  to  form 
a  cross  of  white  in  the  centre  of  each  one  to  receive  the  names  in 
indelible  ink,  and  set  together  with  strips  of  white  about  three 
inches  wide,  called  by  those  experienced  in  such  things  sash-work. 
Our  fir.-t  plan  was  to  put  five  names  upon  each  block,  but  we 
afterwards  decided  to  reserve  the  blocks  for  families  not  exceeding 
seven  in  number,  and  to  put  other  names  on  the  white  strips  with 
which  the  blocks  were  put  together. 

The  materials  were  all  given  us.  One  lady  gave  the  calico. 
Pink  was  the  color  chosen  as  both  pretty  and  serviceable.  Another 
friend  of  the  circle  contributed  the  wadding,  and  still  another  the 
lining  and  indelible  ink.  The  blocks  were  pieced  at  our  regular 
monthly  meetings,  four  of  the  young  ladies  cutting  from  exact 
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patterns,  while  the  rest  sewed.  Near  the  close  of  the  afternoon, 
when  all  have  arrived  (for  there  always  will  be  some  tardy  ones), 
it  is  our  custom  to  lay  aside  our  work,  while  our  president  reads  a 
few  verses  of  Scripture  and  some  one  leads  us  in  prayer.  Work  is 
then  resumed  during  the  reading  of  reports,  items  upon  the  sub- 
ject for  the  month,  and  the  transaction  of  any  necessary  business. 
Our  friend  encouraged  us  to  think  that  we  could  get  six  hundred 
names  for  the  quilt,  each  person  paying  ten  cents  for  the  privilege 
of  having  his  or  her  name  thus  immortalized.  That  seemed  a 
great  number,  and  had  the  same  test  been  applied  to  this  band  of 
timid  girls  which  was  put  to  Gideon's  army,  there  would  certainly 
have  been  few  to  engage  in  the  work  of  soliciting  names.  But  our 
friend  told  the  members  of  the  circle  that  if  they  went  forth  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  asking  Him  to  bless  and  help  them,  they 
would,  like  Ruth,  be  allowed  "  to  glean  even  among  the  sheaves/' 
and  no  one  would  reproach  them.  Thus  encouraged,  each  one 
agreed  to  get  twenty-five  names. 

We  did  not  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  the  members  of  our 
own  church  and  congregation,  but  wherever  we  found  friends  who 
would  give  us  their  names  we  gladly  received  them.  One  of  the 
girls  wrote  to  her  brother  in  the  Indian  Territory  about  the  quilt, 
and  he  not  only  gave  her  his  own  name,  but  sent  also  fourteen 
Indian  names,  quaint  and  curious,  to  adorn  our  list.  Such  grace 
did  our  Ruths  find  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  and  with  such  hearty 
good  will  did  the  maidens  set  about  their  gleaning,  that  several 
who  had  undertaken  to  get  twenty-five  names  brought  instead  forty 
or  fifty,  and  the  best  thing  about  it  was  that  wherever  we  obtained  a 
name  we  almost  invariably  secured  also  a  friend  to  our  enterprise — 
one  who  was  anxious  that  it  should  be  a  success.  So  the  work 
went  on,  and  by  the  time  we  had  obtained  our  full  complement  of 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  names,  our  quilt  had  many  friends. 
The  writing  was  done  by  a  young  gentleman  who  is  a  very  fine 
penman,  and  who  cheerfully  gave  both  time  and  labor,  and  not  a 
little  of  each  was  required. 

Owing  to  the  youth  of  the  members  of  the  circle  and  their  in- 
experience in  such  work,  the  ladies  of  the  church  offered  to  do  the 
quilting.  The  frames  were  put  up  in  the  church  parlor,  and 
several  of  the  ladies  testified  that  they  never  spent  three  pleasjnter 
days  than  while  thus  employed. 

The  centre  block  contained  the  names  of  the  pastor,  his  wife, 
and  some  members  of  their  family.  On  either  side  of  this  block, 
upon  the  white  strips,  is  a  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  First  and  Second 
Presbyterian  churches  of  this  city,  with  dates  showing  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  each  pastorate,  followed  by  the  reunion  of  the  two 
churches  in  1871,  under  their  present  pastor,  while  just  above  the 
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centre  block  tlie  history  of  the  quilt  is  recorded.  In  one  place 
near  the  centre,  upon  one  of  the  long  strips,  are  the  names  of 
fourteen  old  ladies,  the  beloved  grandmothers  of  our  band,  whose 
ages  range  from  seventy-five  to  ninety-six.  There  are  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  paying  names,  which  realized  the  sum  of  ST 6  80. 

On  the  11th  of  April  the  circle  held  a  social  in  the  basement  of 
the  church,  at  which  time  the  sale  took  place.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  evening  they  served  supper  and  sold  some  fancy  articles 
which  they  had  made.  They  had  not  thought  of  receiving  over 
$10  for  the  quilt,  and  some  of  the  ladies,  thinking  it  would  be  a 
nice  present  for  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  contributed  that  amount, 
and  asked  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  bid  it  oif  for  them.  The  bid- 
ding, however,  was  very  spirited,  and  the  ladies,  unwilling  to  lose 
the  prize,  told  the  gentleman  to  bid  as  high  as  was  necessary  to 
obtain  it,  and  it  was  finally  struck  off"  to  him  at  ^23  75,  making 
the  whole  amount,  from  shares  taken  and  auction  sale,  $100.  He 
then,  in  a  pleasant  little  speech,  presented  it  to  the  pastor  in  behalf 
of  the  ladies.  His  speech  and  the  pastor's  reply  occasioned  no 
little  merriment,  and  the  evening  passed  off"  delightfully,  forming 
a  fitting  close  to  our  pleasant  winter's  work. 

MRS. -JULIA  B.  KENDALL. 

La  Pokte,  Ind. 

At  the  beginning  of  another  year  one  item  should  be  promi- 
nently placed  before  every  auxiliary  society,  viz. :  the  importance 
of  each  subscriber  to  Woman's  Work  renewing  her  subscription, 
and  in  every  society  the  necessity  of  obtaining  new  subscribers. 
In  this  magazine  will  be  found  news  from  every  mission  field,  words 
of  cheer,  instruction,  and  assistance.  No  woman  can  entirely  enter 
into,  or  thoroughly  appreciate,  the  meaning  of  woman's  icork  for 
heathen  women,  without  a  constant  accession  of  information.  Igno- 
rance sneers  at,  scoff's,  and  ignores,  while  intelligence  understands, 
endorses,  and  fills  the  ranks  of  those  who  are  so  nobly  standing  by 
our  Leader,  in  "  the  opening  of  eyes  to  the  blind/'  Let  every 
woman  whose  heart  is  full  of  interest  in  this  work  keep  abreast 
with  all  the  great  good  done  ;  and  every  woman  who  has  no  such 
interest  place  herself  where  she  can  know  the  work,  and  the  way 
to  do  it,  humbly  asking  for  that  baptism  of  the  Spirit  which  will 
make  the  dead  alive,  and  her  heart  to  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of 
doing  for  those  less  favored. 


A  LEAFLET,  "  Seeking  Information,  An  Evening's  Entertainment 
for  Mission  Bands,''  by  "  Squid  Scotch,''  has  been  published  by  our 
Board,  and  is  for  sale  at  48  McCormick  Block,  Chicago,  III.  Two 
copies  for  five  cents. 
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During  the  past  year  the  Board  of  the  Northwest  has  assumed 
the  support  of  seven  new  missionaries,  whose  outfits,  transportation, 
and  salaries  involve  considerable  extra  outlay.  The  Board  has 
also  become  responsible  for  half  the  means  for  the  erection  of  a 
hospital  in  Oroomiah,  accessible  to  women,  and  has  increased  its 
aid  to  mission  work  in  Mexico.  Growth  is  the  condition  of  life. 
Relief  from  financial  pressure  has  directly  and  indirectly  increased 
woman's  money  resources.  Many  of  them  have  the  control  of  con- 
siderable amounts.  Shall  not  the  tithes  of  Grod's  beneficence  be 
offered  to  lay  the  ghost  of  retrenchment  and  enlarge  woman's 
work  for  500,000,000  of  her  swarthy  sisters,  or  shall  the  chief 
question  at  mission  stations  continue  to  be,  how  much  farther  can 
we  cut  down  our  salaries,  or  diminish  our  work  ?  At  a  late  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  the  Northwest  it 
was  resolved  to  solicit  subscriptions  of  $100  each  (which  constitutes 
honorary  membership),  outside  of  the  regular  monthly  subscrip- 
tions. Shall  not  "  willing-hearted  women"  bring  more  than  enough 
for  the  service  of  the  work  which  the  Lord  has  commanded,  until 
it  may  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  camp,  "  Let  neither  man  nor 
woman  make  any  more  work  for  the  offering,  so  that  those  who 
live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  Him  who 
died  for  them  and  rose  again  "?  The  vaults  of  the  Lord's  treasury 
hold  the  mines  of  Golconda  and  the  diamonds  of  Peru.  Never  a' 
draft  has  been  dishonored.  Its  endorser  has  all  the  power  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,  and  declares  His  dividends,  manifold  in  this 
time  and  in  the  world  to  come,  life  everlasting.  The  investment  ' 
is  sure — the  security  undoubted.  Who  shall  be  the  first  to  invest 
in  this  first  month  of  1880  ? 


MISSIONABIES  SUPPORTED  BY  THE  BOABD 
OF  THE  NORTHWEST. 


Mrs.  Wm.  J.  McKee,  . 
Mrs.  J.  M.  W.  Farnham, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Holt,  . 
Mrs.  Hunter  Corbett,  . 
Miss  C.  B.  Downing,  . 
Miss  Jennie  Anderson, 
Miss  C.  E.  Eldred, 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Winn, 
Mrs.  J.  J,  Lucas, 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Kelso, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Warren, 
Mrs.  George  S.  Bergen, 
Miss  Julia  Bacon, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Pratt,  . 
Mrs.  W.  J.  P.  Morrison, 
Miss  Mary  Jewett, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Van  Hook, 


Dehra  Doon,  India. 
Dehra  Doon,  India. 


Tabriz,  Persia. 
Tabriz,  Persia. 


Lodiana,  India. 
Gwalior,  India. 
Ambala,  India. 
Ambala,  India. 


Cbefoo,  China. 
Chefoo,  China. 
Chefoo,  China. 
Tokio,  Japan. 


Yokohama,  Japan. 
Futtehgurh,  India. 


Ningpo,  China. 
Shanghai,  China. 
Shanghai,  China. 
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Miss  Jennie  Dean, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Jonathan  Wilson, 
Miss  Mary  M.  Campbell, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Hartwell, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Jessup, 
Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Johnston, 
Miss  Fannie  Cundall, 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Curtiss, 
Miss  Eva  Da  Gama,  . 
Miss  Susie  Dougherty, 
Miss  Marion  MacClarry, 
Mrs.  A.  E.  W.  Robertson, 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Baldwin, 


Oroomiah,  Persia. 

Teheran,  Persia. 

Chieng  Mai,  Northern  Siam. 

Chieng  Mai,  Northern  Siam. 

Bangkok,  Siam. 

Beirut,  Syria. 

Sidon,  Syria. 

Tripoli,  Syria. 

Talca,  Chili,  S.  A. 

Rio  Claro,  Brazil,  S.  A. 

Odanah,  Wis. 

Odanah,  Wis. 

Tullahassee,  Indian  Territory. 
Tullahassee,  Indian  Territory. 
Monterey,  Mexico. 


Miss  Abbie  D.  Cochran, 

Four  missionaries  are  also  under  appointment,  and  are  expected  to  be  at 
their  posts  the  present  month  (January). 
Miss  Mary  E.  Cochran,       .       .       .    Monterey,  Mexico. 
Miss  Mary  Jennings,   ....    Omaha  Agency,  Nebraska. 
Miss  Mary  S.  Estill,     ....    Omaha  Agency,  Nebraska. 
Miss  Rosalie  La  Flesche,     .       .       .    Omaha  Agency,  Nebraska. 


NEW 

Emporia  Presbyterial  Society,  Kansas. 
Campbell,  111.,  Pleasant  Prairie  Ch. 
Duluth,  Minn.,  Rice  Point  Ch..  Bassett 
Band. 


AUXILIABIES. 

Newton,  Kansas. 

Pana,  111.,  Willing  Workers  Sunday- 
school  Band. 
Saint  Cloud,  Minn. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Clark,  I  Mrs.  Rev.  Wm.  Lusk. 

Miss  Mattie  Irving,  | 

In  November  Woman's  Work  name  should  be  Mrs.  W.  P.  Brown,  not  Rev. 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Treshyterian  Board  of  Mis- 
sions  for  the  NortJiwest,  to  November  20,  1879, 


[presbyteries  i: 

Alton. — Jersey  ville,  sup.  pas- 
tor's wife,  Persia,       .       .    $13  00 

Bellkfontaine.  —  Bellefon- 
taine,  sch'p.  Salt  Lake,  $15, 
for  Miss  Hartwell,$15($30); 
Iluntsville,  $5;  Marseilles, 
$10  ;  Upper  Sandusky,  $14; 
West  Liberty,  $10  50,  all 
for  same;  Sandusky,  $15,  .      84  50 

Cedar  Rapids. — Cedar  Rap- 
ids, 2d  Ch.,  gatekeeper, 
Tabriz,       .       .       .       .       9  00 

Chicago.*  —  Bloom,  $7  05; 
Chicago,  1st  Ch.,  sal.  Mrs. 
Jessup,    $76,    pupil  Seir 


N  small  capitals.] 

Sem.,  $10,  4th  Ch.,  $33  50, 
Mother's  Mite  Soc,  $4  55, 

  Ch.,  $60,  8th  Ch., 

Darhm  Rani's  child  in  Myn- 
purie,  special,  $30  ($214  05); 
Lake  Forest,  S.  S.,  sch'p, 
Oroomiah,  $30,  Mrs.  C.  B. 
N.  and  M.  R.  N.,  sch'p, 
Siam  or  Gen.  Fund,  $6  35 
($36  35),  .  .  .  .  $257  45 
Chippewa.  — Neillsvillo,  $10; 
Neshonic  Ch.,  $7 ;  La  Crosse, 
1st  Ch.,  $10,  all  for  Miss 
Cundall,  .  .  .  .  27  00 
Colorado. — Georgetown,       .     30  00 


*  The  sum  from  Braidwood  in  last  month's  report  should  have  been  Wil- 
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woman's  work  for  woman. 


Crawfordsville. — Williams- 
port,   

Dayto-V.  —  Oxford,  Western 
Fem.  Sem., 

Des  Moixes.— Osceola,  $3  75; 
LineviUe,  $2  50  ;  Chariton, 
$3  85  ;  Palmyra,  $2  50; 
Knoxville,  88  25 ;  Oskaloosa, 
S12  50  ;  Indianola,  S12  60  ; 
Centreville,  The  Gleaners, 
$25;  Des  Moines,  $25,  all 
for  Miss  Lillie  Cochran; 
Des  Moines,  sch'p,  Chefoo, 
$20,  

Detroit.  —  Birmingham, 
Brownell  Bd.,  $25  ;  Detroit, 
1st  Ch.,  Mr.  Clark,  $25,  Jeflf. 
Ave.  Ch.,  $108  25  ($133  25) ; 
Franklin,  $10,  Busy  Bees,  $5 
($15) ,  Ypsilanti,  Rice  Bd., 
sch.,  Kolapoor,  $20,  . 

Fort  Wayne  . — Elkhart, 
Young  Ladies'  Society, 

Freeport. — Freeport,  1st  Ch., 
for  Miss  Jewett,  Tabriz, 
$25  ;  Warren,  $10,  for  Fort 
Wrangle,  $10  ($20),  . 

Grand  Rapids. — Grand  Rap- 
ids, 1st  Ch.,  $4  70,  Laborers 
of  Love,  $5  80,  Young  Peo- 
ple, $5,  S.  S.,  $7  50,  . 

Indianapolis. — Bloomington, 
$12;  Columbus,  Jesse  Par- 
ker fund,  sup.  Miss'y,  spe- 
cial, $25,  .... 

Iowa  City. — Davenport,  1st 
Ch.,  sch'p,  Gaboon,  $12  50, 
for  Miss  Cochran,  $20,  Col- 
lege Ave.  Ch.,  $6  ($38  50); 
Malcom,  $6  50 ;  Martins- 
burg,  $3  ;  Iowa  City,  1st  Ch., 
$10,  all  for  same,  Gen.  Fund, 
$27  75  ($37  75);  Martins- 
burg,  $11  15,  . 

Kearney. — Beaver  City, 

Lake  Superior.— Menominee, 

Lansing.  —  North  Lansing, 
Coral  Bd.,  sch'p,  Gaboon,  . 

Mattoon.  —  Charleston,  $7 ; 
Morrisonville,  $3  75,  both 
sal.  Mrs.  Johnston;  Van- 
dalia,  sch'p,  Rio  Claro,  $15, 

Maumee. — Toledo,  Westmin- 
ster Ch.,  Young  Ladies'  Soc, 
sale  "  Model  Miss.  Meeting," 


$13  00 
60  03 


115  95 


193  25 
10  00 


45  00 


23  00 


37  00 


96  90 
13  75 
3  00 

8  00 


25  75 


5  00 


[  Milwaukee. — Madsion,  Mt. 
.    schs.,  Persia,  $16;  Beloit, 
$12  ;  Janesville,  $10  ;  Otta- 
wa, $1  35 ;   Lima  Centre, 
$8  21;  Delafield,  $5,  Mar- 
tin Bd.,  $5  ($10),  all  for 
Miss  Cundall,     .       .       .    $57  66 
Monroe. — Monroe,  B.  R.,  Lo- 
diana,  $50,  Mrs.  C.  Clark, 
$5  ($55);   Hillsdale,  $25; 
Coldwator,    $12 ;  Adrian, 
$62  25,  sal.  Miss  Ketchum,     154  25 
MuNCiE. — Muncie,  $7 ;  Tipton, 

$5  ;  Wabash,  $22  35,  .       .      34  35 
Peoria.  —  Peoria,    for  Mrs. 
Warren's     Ch.  building, 
special,       .       .        .       .      15  00 
Saginaw  . — Flint,  Young 

Ladies'  Bd.,  sup.  sch.,  Syria,      15  00 
St.   Paul. — E.  Minneapolis, 
;     Andrew's     Ch.,  Chinese 
j     Home,  San  Francisco,  ape- 

I     cial,  15  00 

Schuyler . — Augusta,  $3 ; 
i     Quincy,  1st  Ch.,  $50 ;  Prai- 
I     rie  City,  $13,      .       .       .     66  00 
'  Springfield. — North  Sanga- 
j     mon,    sal.    Mrs.  Corbett, 
$16  25;  Mason  City,  $10; 
I     Springfield,  1st  Ch.,  $142  48,    168  73 
Waterloo. — Xorthwood,  $5  ; 
i     Grundy  Centre,  $10 ;  Water- 
j     loo,  $10,      .       .       .       .     25  00 
j  Whitewater. — Liberty,   $6  ; 

Richmond,  $22,  .       .       .      28  00 
Winnebago. — Stevens  Point, 
$9  50 ;  Fond  du  Lac,  sal. 
Miss  Dougherty,  $10,  Bench 
Bd.,  sch'p,  Gaboon,  $3  ($13),     22  60 
Wisconsin  River. — Kilbourn 
Citv,  Mt.  sch.  Persia,  $13, 
sale  of  ferns,  84  70  ($17  70); 
Madison,  $22,  Young  Peo- 
ple's Society,  $3  90  (S25  90), 
both    for    Miss  Cundall; 
Reedsburg,  $4,   .       .       .     47  60 
Zanesville. — Granville,       .     25  00 
Miscellaneous.  —  Societies 
pub.  Report,  $4;  Sale  of 
"  Pansy's"  Story,  $20,        .     24  00 

Total  for  month,  .  .  .  1758  57 
Previously  acknowledged,     .  9574  28 


From  April  20  to  Oct.  20,    $11,332  85 


$20  reported  from  Lansing,  Mich.,  in  December  Woman's  Work,  should  have 
been  from  Homer,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Jesse  Whitehead,  Treasurer, 
Chicago,  III.,  Xov.  20,  1879.  223  Michigan  Avenue. 


DATE  DUE 

CAYLORD 
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